| £2 ARR cer 
"Fara TV 8. Fae <BF7 Jaw? of 


THE 


French Conv rt Fo 


BEING 
A True Relation of the happy 


| CON VERSION 
A Noble | Ranch Lady, 


FROM 
The Errors and Superſtitions of! 
Popery, to the. Reformed Religion, 
by means of.a Proteſtant « Gardiner 


Her Servant, | 
” *Wherein is ſhewed 
Her Great and Unparallel]'d Sufferings on the 
Account of her faid Converfion 3 as alſo her 
Wonder{ul Deliverance from two 4flaſſines 
hired by a fopith Prieſt ro Murther her: 
And of her Miraculous Preſervarion in a 
Wood for Two Years ; and how ſhe was at 
laſt Providentially found by her Husband, 
who( together with her Parents) was brought 
over by her Means to the Embracing of the | 
True Religion, as were givers others alſo. 
To which # added, Z 
A Brief Accougrt of the preſent Severe Rer- 
" arhanme> 'the French | 


þ 


LONDON, Printed for John Gwilim, | iD 
Biſhopſgate- Street, 1699. | 


— 


p FER Pi 


EMI — 4 ITVS ST. ae «B77 T8 y 


THE | 
| French Conv ert* ho. | 
"Wl | BEING | 


A True Relation of the happy 


GON VERSION 


PR { __ Pp 
| A Noble French Lady,|| .. 


The Errors and Superſtitions of ' 
Popery, to the Reformed Religion, 


by means of a Prateſtant Gar diner | 
Her Servant. 
” *Wherein .is ſhewed 

Her Great and Unparallel]'d Sufferings on the 
Account of her faid Convertion ; as alſo her |} 
| Wonderful Deliverance from two \fMaffines 

| hired by a fopiſh Prieſt ro Murther her: 
And of her Miraculous Preſervarion in a 
Wood for Two Years ; and how ſhe was at 
laſt Providentially found by her Eusband, |' 
who( together with her Parents)was brought 
{j Over by her Means to the Embracing of the | 
| True Religion, as were givers others alſo. 
To which is aaded, IF 

A Brief conn of the preſent Severe Ner- 18 

| 


[ f ſecuri the French Pr t Þ, 
[7-7cf/ room dition. = 


LONDON, Printed for John Guile, i iD 
Biſhopſgate- Street, 1699. 


—— 
p —_ 


Y 


Pi 


tr. 


THE. 


BOOKSELLER 


READER. 


PRs the- beſt way to inform you how 
came by the Copy of this Surprizing Relation, 
would be by communicating to you the following 
Letrer, and then you will Know as much of iras & 
do my fclf- 
To Mr. John Gwillim, Bookſeller 
| in- Biſheo/gate-Street, 
S IK: X 

Sing «4 Native of France(. fled hither for the Canſe 
of t50ds True Religion) I am altogether Unac- 
guainted with any Engliſh Bookſellers 3 (and yet for 
fach a one I theaghs the Encloſed Narrative would by 
mo proper} I therefore made it my bufineſs to Enquire 
of my Acquaintance if they knew ſuch « One, Wh was 
a-Perſm of Inegrity, to whom I might commuziczs 
$ he fetlowing Copy, in order to have it made Pllpjich - 
and being tformed by ſome of my acquamtance (Cp, 

ir ftems ave your Cuſtomers) that you are @ Perſon 
that' Charader, I have herewith ſent you the Copy in- 

cloſed,” ard the Letter of a worthy Minifter for 
Credemials ho ſont it me as a Rare Example of Gods 
wonderful mercy and Providenee, leaving it 10 my diſ- 
cretron, as you will find by his Letter, to Publiſh it 
apenty, or Communicate it to « few in Manuſcript ; and 
Si a2 thinking. 


- "Same to vour Hatds: Fr the great Live IT have for 


#r made Publick, in caſe you: decline it. So I am thus 


. £ And {@ without any-jtier- Apology tarewel. . 
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.-----...TQ. the Reader. | 
thinking the former will be moſt for God's Glory, and 
the good of others, wha may by thts Example learn to 4 
Truſt in God, and keep ch to his Trath and Way, un- 
der the greateſt Sufferings and AffiiQions,T bave made 
choice thereof” "4s for the Fruth of w, ( having received. 
it from, fo Eningnt anll_ gwd a Hand) neither I who, 
now the Perſons Integrity, or any that T have ſhewed 
it to, bave in the leaft SuſpeFed that it is otherwiſe, 
T1 need not enter on the Subjeft Matter, ſimce it” ts 
befize you'y but ſubmit it to your Conſideration, whether 
1t-wHll be ro your advantage toiPrint it. If you do, I may 
in ſome meaſuvre' Promote 1t among my Friends and Ac> 
quaintanc':- Tf I bear nothing of: it abroad in a convent» 
ert iime. I muſt rely upon your Honefty, ( and the 
Charadter my Friends have giien of you ) to kecy the 
Cup, | ,e, an” / reild fend for it by the'ſame way it 


my #riend that ſent it, and ſomething Extraordinary I 
fee in it, males me-unwilling to have it Burted in 0b« 
{rvion,, and therefore will take other meaſures to have 


far your unknown Friend to ſerve you, 
ory) | R. D. 


. Having received this Letter, and read the Nar--. 
rative'over; I was: ſqon of opinion -thar it might : 
nor. only anſwer .my- ExpeQation, but (as .the 
Gengleman in his Letrer very well obſerves) be 
of great Uſe ro many others. And have therefore 
made it publick; Not Doubting,Courteous Reader, 
bur chou wilt find-je-both Fleaſanc and Profitable. 
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The Cop py Gra p Letter ent from A 
French $i font Miniſter 1n Fratice, to his 
Friend in London, with the following Relation. 


My very good Friend, 
[nt Aving Received yours the 1ath of April,N. ST 


Was not a litle ny yh in my Sufferings, 
t9 bear you are, well. d in 4 Cowury where. you 
have the freedom of Pe 5 þ Excercife of the True 
Religion, 4 thing to he valued abeve all aber Earthly 
Bleſpngs; and next to thaty I am much Gladed to 
find you inform me that the. Climate ſo well agrees with 
yeu_and your Family, that you have heen Healthful 

ever ſince you departed from are 16, and he reſt of yaur 
pe Friends here; tho' mmany.of us, and particularly 
my ſelf, labour under many Sufferings and Affliftions 5: 
I having ( with many others ) Languiſh'd a long time 
in Prifon, far tbe ſake of 4. Go2d, Conſcience afflicted 


with much; Sickneſs : by. reaſon of my clofe confinement, 
which C Bleſſed be the Name Gd enabling me ) F 


have born with Patience :, Tho' many have Dyed unpi-- 
tied of their cruel Perſecutors, yet the cry of Innocent- 
Blood may intime make them knw How hard it is.to 


"Kick pp the Pricks; Tet my Prayers are, That in-- | 


ftead of ſending any fearful Fudgement on theſe Popiſh- 
Adverlaries, Grd would twn their Hears, enlighten 
their Vnderſlandings,make them ſee the Error of thetr 


Ways, and Repent of the many Evils they have done t0- 


the Poor Proteſtants, without \any manner of Cauſe or 
Prevocaticn ;, to whom their Rage and Malice extends 
even beyona Death, for they ſtill continue the 61d way of - 
denying 4hem © hriſtian Burial. But this is all our 
Comforts, It matters not wherc our. Bodies lye, - 
A3 


aE————_ 


The Copy of a Letter, &c. 
be it*our Souls'are infolded in Chriſt's Arms. Tet 
among the Mijeries and Threats of Death,which I have 
wndergon in taking care of the Spiritual Welfare of 
thoſe that God hes. committed to my Charge, I cannot 
but be greatly Comforted when you tell me, the French 
Proteftant Church is England: flouriſhes : and that 
the Members of it Walk worthy . of their Calling, 
gcining: by their inoffenſive way of Living, a good re- 
Pare chime Brrkngeh) Y when in their” Native'C 
fo much InhWiitmnity appears townrds theſe of the, Refor- 
med Profeſſion; for thePerſecurion'in many Places 
*ages ſtill by their-Impoverifhing of Thouſands of Fami- 
ties But not to be tedious to you, baving nathing leſt 
6 fn but” my good wiſhes and Prayers, except 15 
encloſed Accoiunt 'of a very flrange biz Bleſs alteratt- 
on in' the\ Fanly of the' Caunt Alanſon; a worthy 
Noble Man, well 'bnown to you; I have driven it «p, 
pon the\ friBeft: Enquiry "into tht" Truth of 'all the 
Material "Cireumſlancey,' as well ws my Sufftrings, 
and '[þare time for the Cart of thoſe under myJCharge, 
would permit 5 and \fend "it o you as a Token of my 
Love for the many Kindneſſes T have recetved at your 
Hand' ;' that" ſo you might Communicate it to others, 
and mabe jt publick if you ſee vecafiin; that ull lay 
be made ſehſible of the wohdertul Goodneſs of All- 
-mighty- Goll;' aid Prijfe him for the Works he 
doth among che' Childrert of Men: 'Foy the certain- 
ty of whaHI%kve Written, theugh 7 have been obliged 
for Methoe-ſabe'to uſe a few Expreſſions of my own, 
you may firmly rely -0n wy Tntegrity, who am always 
a well wiſher 46'the” Aealth"of your Soul and Body. 


. 


© A. D' Avborn, 
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SENT KIN” 
133 & 3 tg} wn 7 eas wo Tal? 19 
N Writing of the following.Relation, wherein 
;; 'Injur;d:[nnacence.and! Opprefled Vertue does 
ſo, Emipgently. Trinaph' over ia che-Rage and Mas 
ltige both:of-Men and-Devils, Irfhall not ſtudy ro 
gdorni. my. Scile; with Flowers: of Kherorick,; bur 
lead the -Reader iby: the- Elue of Truth inre rhe 
adorable Myſteries af: Divine Providence 3 which 
are here di{play'd in ſuch a Series of Wonders, as 
cay (caice be Parallell'd.! As .an Introduttion'to 
which, \I will:a litzle: conſider . how the: Divine 
Goodneſs delights.co- bring Light our: of Darknefs, 
and makes even the Wicked Confound themſelves 
inxheir own;dayices, that our of ctheirevil deffpns 
he-may bring [good-to pals. For. as Zoſeph'siheing 
Sold intro Egypt, and.there fal(ly; accuſed. of iAdul3 
&y, adyanced: him next-ro a Throne, and turned 
ro the Shame of 45. accuſing Miſtreſs. and Treas 
cherqus- Brethren; chough ac the beginning'God 
,Meanr-it- for good, that he.mighr be Infirumeinal 
$0, preſerve his; Father and his Hauſhold alive, and 
oped rhe; Malice ;of the Patrzarchs inro a Bileſ- 
Jing + 59{ the. Miſrrges. and; Extraordinary Suffer- 
'30gs of the Noble Lady, whoſe Srory. 1 am gaing 
to xecite,, was made; uſe of by Divige Providence, 
, as 4 means of the Converſion of her Husbanid,'Pa- 
, rents, and many others, to the Trxe Religion; which 
68 ſheghas, often (aid fince, has been. a very ample, 
, nd: glorious Recompence. Bur 1 ſhalll not anci- 
;Miwciu X Cipate 
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cipare what with more SacisfaRion you will ſind: 
in the Relation it felf; which take as fellows, 
Þ V \ LY G2 


RE Ls ———__ PINE 
' Tn Britanhy;, one bo the'fiireft Provinces of 
France, there lately liv'd Alanſen, a Perſorſof Noble 
Extraction, and of an Eſtare ſuitable co che Great- 
neſs of his Birch,'and choſe Noble Qualities that 
Enrich'd his Mind: Who'being a Lover: of Milk 
rary Actions, was cafily perfwaded to ſerve this Rin 
in the Wars, where havingiah'EmitientCommman 
given him, he bekar'd hiniſelf with rhat Bravery 
as gain d him the admiration of his Enemies; the 
Love ' of his Friends, and freſh Honours from his 
King, who rook particelar notice of his grear Per- 
formances:” Buc in the Intervals of two or three 
Compaigns, he caſt his 'Eyes upon one Deidainia, & 
young Lady of Quality, not mfcribur ro hmfelffor 
Birthz'whoſe Beauty and Verrue were equally a- 
wraSive : To her he made his Addreſſes; and rhe 
Equaliry of cheir Birth, and the ſuirableneſs of their 
Diſpoſirions, made his Conqueſt rhe more Eaxfie 5 
fo'thac in 2 lircle time -rhey were Contratted and 
Married, to their murual Joy and Sarisfa&ion. 
* "This happy Couple having for a whole Winter 
Enjoyed the Bleffſing of each others mutual Loves 
and Endcared | affetions, without the leaft umi- 
-brage of any interpofing Cloud that: mlgtit give/an 
Altay ro their Happineſs; ar lengch the Sprivg 
came on, and the Armies gathering: together, 
 Surmmon'd Alanſon from the Repole he rook' mm the 
fofr Embraces of his Chaſte and Loving Wife. ro 
the field of War, to aQt his part again upon thac 
Stage of Honour, wherein he'had already acquir'd 
fo Mach Reputation; But he never feenied fo 
unwilling 
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unwilling ro. Court Fame abroad as now, fince he 
muſt: of neceſfiry leave behind him, the. Deareſt 
part of himſelf; he had many ſtruglings and com- 
baces in his Mind, which ſeem'd to be divided be-., 
tween Love and Honour 3, he was Joth to leave his 
Lady, and yer. unwilling, to have his Reputation - 
ſully'd : And theſe ditterent Pallions in his Mind, 
caus'd ſuch-ay Alzeraripn, iniiis Countenance, that 
it was taken Notice, of;by - þis Lady 3, who. not; 
knowing the Canſeg,zwas the mare troubled ar it. 
And therefore following him one day, into the. 
Garden, (whither he had retir'd to Conſider with 
with himſelf what he had: beſt to-do) ſhe earneſtly 
reſ} him to-let her know, what ir. was that trou = 
led himzfor ſhe had for ſomg.cime,ſhe faid,obſery'd 
he was diſquicted, byr, cou'd not tell.at what and. 
ſhe was. fearful: ſhe might;, ſome way (tho' ſhe. 
knew it not) bethe —— of itz adding, Com-' 
mand me any thing a Wife can jufily do, and 1 am a} 
obedience. This tender Carriage of hts Lady, adde 
freſh fewel to the fire of his aftlition, and made him 
ſi? far more unwilling to leave her;:Wherefore Cau-. 
fing her co. fit down by him, he told her ſhe was in- 
deed the innocent Occaſion of his trouble 3 for her 
great Loye and. Tenderneſs ro him,had ſo Engag'd . 
ys heare co her in a reciprocal affe&tion, that he 
knew nor how to- think of leaving her, tho" Ho-, 
nour loudly. call'd him to the Field; His Lady,. 
when he-calk d. of leaving her, was hardly kepx. 
from Swooning in his Arms, and cou'd nor forbear 
ſaying, What / Muſt we part then! Ah { Wretched, 
Deidamia ? and ſtraightways fell a Wceping : Her. 


. Tears did ſo prevail upon che Count, that Love 


had naw,qbrain'd an intire VjRory z.and he Re-. 
_—_ ; WW ſolv'd. 
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folv'd ro ſtay at home with Deidamic;- and there 
fore intreared her to dry up her Tears and be 
Comforted; for he had now eome coa Reſolucion.. 
rather to undergo ſome hard Cenſures for ſtaying 
at home, than by his going to the Camp, leave. his 
Dear Deidamja diſconſolate. —— Theſe kind Af 
ſurances her Husband gave her, gave her that ſa- 
nSfaſtion which foon fhew'd ic {elf in-a Chearful 
Countenance. And the Endearing Expreſſions 
—_— the Count on this-Occefion, made him 
ude they borh were happy in each others 
wars behold the Inconftancy of Worldly h 
ut id the Inconftancy of Worldly j 
neſs, and how little we catn promiſe our letves of 
it here] We may indeed bork purpoſe and re- 
folre ; bur can't fecure our ſelpes from Diſap- 
pointments : The footiteps of Divine Providence 
arc eften hard co Trace; thence it is that we are 
told by the inſpired Pctman, That the Ways of God 
are in the Deep, and his Paths'in the great Waters, 
and bis Footſteps are nr known. Ave we fee oftey, 
whatever pleafing ProfpeCtt of Felicity we have 
in View, one unforeſeen Oeccafien, or ſudden Turn 
of Providente, deſtroys it, and in a Motmcnr, de- 
prives us of thar happineſs which we had- promts'd 
to our ſelves for many years: And yer theſe Chan-: 
ges, to thoſe rhar fear rhe. Lord, are fo difpos'd® 
and Order'd by God's Providence, that in the End 
oy Evidently Wark rogether for rheir good. -— 
And thus ir fell out in che inftance before us: For | 
whilft Alayſen and his Deidamia delighred in each 
ether, and were bech happy in their Conjupal Af- 
fetion, an Accident fell our, that pur him under. 
a Neceffity 'of going ro the Camp; which _ 
at 
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The French Tonvert. 4 
"Fa Thar a Colonels Place in the Regiment of Picardy 
og being Vacant, a Relation of Alanfon's ar Corr, out 
| of a roo Officious Kindneſs, pur the King in mind - 
_ of the good Services of 4lexjon, and defir'd his Ma- 
he jefty to beſtow rhat Vacancy upon him ; To which 
4 his Majefty (being ſenſible of his former bravery 
( and geod Service) readily Conſenred, and order'd 
5 | his Commiſſion co be ſenc him, which was done 
ul | accordingly; When Alanſen receiv'd this Commil- 
_ fion from the Purſeyant who heoughr it, he gave 
_ him z s Reward for his Pains, but was not 
vu very well pleas'd neither with the New Honour his 
Majeſty had given him, nor with his Kinſmans too 
Ne Officious Kindveſs in procuring itz becauſe ir pur 
him under a Neceſſiry of parting from his Lady, 
we which gave him a very ſenſible diſpleaſure: Bur © 
P knowing thar by this Commiſſion he was Engag'd © 
_ too far for a Retreathis Care was how to make his 
od 
f, 
7, 
Ee 
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Deidemia as Eafic as he cou'd; and therefore cal- 
ling her to take a Turn wirh him in che Garden,and 
leading her into an Arbour cover'd with 7eſſuanne, 
tit chus began to rell her the Unwelcome News 
thar had been brought him, My deareft Deidamin; 
let me nie You arbor yc emmy 
- :hg new io tell you, but if you will oblige me, do it 
qd fhewing your Reſelntion and Fortitude ——Y 
p yet Tcann't but own, That our Reſolves, like little beaps 
4: of Sand, ere quickly braught to nothing ; but the De- 
F crees of Heaven, like the Fandations of tbe Earth, are 
fix'd for over. 'Twas in this Arbor, my deareſt 
n > J'0y a very , yy. 
, Deidamia, that Treſohv'd to fley at Home with thee, 
h and no return 16 the Compaign i» Flanders; and 1 
e; appeal. to bim who knows my heart, hew firmly 1 in- 
| ended it ; but ſee here, bow I am fassd againſt — 
Wilt 


—_— 


w 


© — S. 


5 The French;:Convert, 


« Will*to break any. Reſalutions 3,(and with-rhar, he 
: ſhewidcher. che Commiſjiqu the King had ſent him 
'to be:Colonel: of the Rigment of Picardy_) and now 
- you ſee my Deidamig the, Neceſſity. thay lies. upon me to 
leave yok for a time; but tho our Bagtes. be divided, 
we welt have yet one Soul, and Love, whilft Providence 
denies us to live tqgether, And whilft Fin the Field 
em fighting for. my Countrey, you ſha{l-ſtay here, ang 
- \Pray-for my Succeſs,-. And. if it pleaſes God that I re- 
- turn, ( which I don't 4oubt at all, for Heav'n I'm ſure 
: Wil. hear your fervent Prayers) 'twili b: a New a 
'ditjon to my Foy, to lay theſe Lawrels. I ſhall win in 
Battel at Deidamia's Feet. Popr Deidamia hear 
- This heavy News with a ſad heart, bur anſwer'd 
with 2 Piery. and Prudence Worthy of her ſelf, 


That fince whar happen'd was not of his ſeeking, 
c 


buy what the Providence . of God had call'd him 


. to; ſhe thought it was hex Duty, tho ſhe cou'd harg- 
. Iy do't withour reluRancy, ro acquieſce in the Dz- 
' vine Diſpoſal of all hamane Actons,.and wou'd En- 
-deavour to ſtifle her Reſentments, rather than give 
. him any furcher, Trqyble. Alayſon being 'no leſs 
- pleas 'd with Daidenre's, Pragence 


| tha her kind 
AﬀeRion,, which he.expreſs d by ſeveral Tender 
things he told her, apply d hunſclf ro. the_getring 
-read+ ofthis Equipage,. in ordet\ito his departure 3 
-and che:Sertling.che. Aﬀairs of his Family. Order- 


-inp Antoni) his Ghaplaingyho was a Fryer of the. Qr- 


der-of St: \Frarss,, 9.1ay 2. {olemn, Maſs lor his 
*Succeſs.in- the Field, and.che Protection ef his La- 
.dy and Family in his Abſence ;; Recommending 
his deareſt Deidamia to the Care of Antonia his 
Chaplain, and Frenovizs the Steward of his Houſ- 


hold, in theſe Words, To your Care in my abſence, T 


recommend 
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Tecommed the Safty and Welfare of my beloved Lady, 
the moft vertuos and loving of Wives ; and Charge you, 
as you expe to Anſwer it ts God ard me, be Obedient 
ro all her Commands, Comfort and Cheriſh her in ber 
Solttuge, and fee that all my Domeſtich pay the like 
exact Reſpes, This and much more they faithful- 
ly promiſed to obſerve. Then giving Liberally to 
cach Servant, and having norice that his Equipage 
was ready, and divers Gentlemen on Horſeback 
waited to accompany him, he took his Solemn 
leave_of his dear Deidamie, whoſe ſad preſaging 
heart was overcome with grief to thar degree, 
thar ſhe could only ſpeak theſe few Prophetick 
Words, Ah ! my Dear Lord ! may Heaven prevent 
my Fears ! But my poor Heart fore-bodes that this 
will be a long and fatal Parting ? To which the 
the Count reply'd, Do not caſt down thy ſelf, dear 
Deidamia, by the indulging of ſuch Melanchollv 
Fancies 3 bur aſſure your ſelf, 11 haſten my return 
as much as poſlible, and I will ſend to you as of- 
ren as I can. And in the Mean-time fhall com- 
mir you to the Prorefion of the Almighty, the 
bleſſed Virgin Mother,and all the holy Saints and 
Angels; and fo Embracing of her in his Arms, and 
Sealing his AﬀeRions on her Lips with gentle Kiſſes, 
he took his leave of her, and rid awayz-not think- 
ing he had left an- Innocent Dove to the ProteRion 
of two Ravenous Vulcures. | OY 
It is not much ro my Purpoſe to'tell you how 
well he was received at the Read of his Command, 
by the Duke of Lyuxemburge, or whar brave Exploits 
his Courage carryed him through, fince neither 
Fame,nor the Publick News from Par#4,have been 
wanting to ſpeak his Commendation :' I therefore 
B Cmirt 
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omyr it, (unleſs in ſome Paſſages, where it will in ors 
the Thred of this amazing Relation, be neceſſary 
to memijon ſome Parciculars_) and ſhall continue 
with. the ſorrowful Dezdamia, who afrep his De 
Parture, ſeemed to have baniſhed all 'Tomfort,, © 
| from her Breaſt; all rthac ſhe found was in herſ}, q, 
Devotions and Prayers to Almighty God, forf,.y. 
his Proreftion and ſafe Rerurn, greatly affeRingſi 
Solitude; and, as much as ſhe could, avoidedſſc. . 
the Viſits of divers Ladies who (as they faid)Þ,.,. 
came to make her Merry, and divert her Me: 
Jlancholly, ſhe being very well Beloved, both byſh,z, | 
the Nobility and Gentry, for her comely Carrtagelcan 
_ Behaviour, ſweetneſs of Temper, and Afﬀa ed a 
uity. | | 4 
In- the cool of the Day ſhe uſually made it bin 
her Bufineſs to retire into her Garden, Penfive 
and alone; it being by the care and Diligence 
.of the Gardener, kept and ordered like anether f, 
Paradiſe, ſtored with great Variety of choice by 
Plants and Flowers, adorned with pleaſant Foun- , | 
eains and ſeveral mg 56 Arbours, ſhaded overſf,;.. - 
with Incer-ewining Jeſſamine, in one of which wk & 
the and her abſent Lord, had paſſed ſome Joyful. Yy 
as well as Sad Hours, and at the Remembrance of x, | 
them would ſadly Weep, then Pray (according, ” _ 
ro the Cuſtom of the Papiſts, who allow praying, . 
ro Saints) to the Tutelary Saints for his Prote-ſſ mu 
. Kion, And ſo drying up her Tears, would walk op 
hence again, taking bur lictle Reſt in any place: on j 
Eur one time paffing bya bed of Tulips, fhe c[pyed Fl... 17 
8ernard her Gardener (for ſo was he called) buſie 
in Watering them, and ercQing ſuch as declip'd 
Eheir drooping Heads, occaſioned by the heat Bo 
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—” fithe Sun's roo ſcorching Beams; ſhe had often it 
this Man obſerved a harmleſs Native Innocence, 
accompanyed with Acute Ingenuity, (and indeed, 
a Gardener, who underſtands his Buſineſs as he 
ought to do, muſt be an ingenious Man _) and 
herefore imagined it might adminiſter to her ſome 
her Advantage to hold diſcourſe with him, in what 
Erclated ro the Myſtery of Gardening, thinking ir 
Mo Undervaluing, tho) he was her memial Servant 


idedfGnce fhe had ofren Read thar Kings, Princes, and 
aid) her great and wiſe Men, had Voluntarily become of 
by bis Occuparion : That Adam, when Governoar of all 


the World, was imployed init by God himſelf; ſo that 
comming clole to him whilſt his Bands were bufi- 
ed ar is Work: the Nan hv his Ear (his Back 
. Rbcing rowards her) being informed of ſorhe Bodys 
Yapprouch, tuddenly ſtaried up, and feeing his 
"ſbcaucifu! Lady fo near him, was a little ſurpriz'd, 
nd would have rctir'd ro give her the more 
freedom: in her Walks; bur ſhe prevenzed; him, 
by ſaying, Bernard, I'ray don'ts let me binder .you tn. 
"Wor Bafineſs; 1 came on purpyſe to obſerve your Dexte= 
rity in Gardening : I jee you mind it with a juſt Dili- 
gence, thruzh your Lord is abſent; Madam, (Replycd. 
he) 7 beg yeur Ladiſhips Pardon if T tell you T am ns. 
Eye -Ser vant, as well knowing 1 muſt give an Account” 
0 God, as well as to Man, if I am Neegligent in what 
promiſe to. Perform, and am Intruſted with, Deidamia 
ſtood ſurpriz d at the Mans plaig, but ingenuous 
Reply ; and changing ſomewhat the manner of 
er. Diſcourſe, asKed him divers Queſtions abouc 
he Virmes, Nature, Quality and: Produ&ion of Flows 
rs and Plants, &c. In all which he farisficd her. 
0 her admiationz by which . ſhe perecived him 
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better Learned in the Myſteries of Nature, than fhe 
expeed from one of his Profeſſion. And to be brief, 
ſhe ofren held ſuch innocent Conver ſation with 
him when at any time ſhe found him bufied in the 
Garden; bzing much delighced ro hear him diſ- 
courſe how much of che Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
God might be learn'd from the Works of Creation 
_ for he j;ad a peculiar faculry of Spiricualizing his 
Employment ;*"and making his Buſineſs ſerve, like 
Faceh's Ladder, to carry him from Earth to Hea- 
ven. Which ſometimes caus*d her ro reflet, Thar 
this Man, was ſomething more thanhe appeared to 
be, Cin which indeed ſhe was nor much miſtaken 

So that entertaining a good Opinion of him,ſhe or- 
wu me 1098729 to be change for a better 3 and 
his courſe and homely Commons to be Enlarg'd, 
above what was uſual tro thoſe of his Pt ofeffion 
and Degree. 

Bug now Artionio the Chaplain, (However he had 
andre Ne 7 Sxift'ro his Maſter, began to ſhow 
himſelf a Devil ro his Miſtreſs, & too plainly ſhew*d 
his cloven foor)for tho' above tifty Years of Age,he 
had for ſome time harbor*d luſtful defires rowards 
rhe fair and Ecauteous Deidemia, thar he was now 
refolv'd to artempr her Chaſtity: And tho* her Ver- 
rue and her ſpotleſs Chaſticy might very well have 
kept him from purſuing his unclean defires, yet he 
flatrer*d himſelt with hopes of obtaining his End by 
corrupting her Judgment : In which he found him- 
ſelf very muc!; miſtaken,as the Sequel will declare. 
For the Divine Goodnels had a further Work to 
do for Deidamia; who being alrogerher ignorant 
of what this Wrerch defign'd againſt her Honour, 
frequented her beloyed Garden, as ſhe us*d todo ; 

an 
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and one Evening, hearing the Gardener reading 


in a lonely Arbour where he theught himſelf ſe- 

cure (for he had induſtrioufly conceal*d his being. 
a Proteſtant, from any of the Family_) her Curio. 

ſicy to hear him, made her draw nigh ſo ſoftly that 

he could not hear her : He was then reading the- 
firſt Chaprer of the Epiſtle to the Romans, from 

the 20th ro rhe End of the 23th Verſe, Viz. For 

the, inviſible things of him from the Creation of the 

World, are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the Things 

that ar e made, even his Eternal Power and God-head 3 
ſo that they are without excuſe, becauſe that when they 

hnew God, they G lorified him nat as God, neither. were 

Thankful, but betame viin in their Imaginations, and 

their fooliſh Rearts were Darkned: Profeſſing themſelves 

to be wiſe, they became Fools 3 and changed the Glory of 
the incoruptible God, into an Image made like to Cor- 

ruptible Man, and to Birds, and four-foated Beaſts, 

ard creeping Thirgs. 

Having thus far Proceeded, he Pauſed, and with 
Eyes lifred- up to Heaven, gave Glory unto God, 
That he had. preſerved him Blameleſs from theſe 
Offences againſt his Divine Majeſty, which rhrough- 
(gnorance and Superſticion had over-ſpread the 
greateſt part of Europe: O Lord, continued he, - 
I bumbly beſecch thee, as 1 have- already ſuffered 
Perſecution for thy Names Sake, and for the Sake of 
4 good Conſcience, ſo never let me Depart from the- 
Ways of thy Truth, to change thy Incorruptible Glory 
into an Image made like Corruptible an; And when: 
he had faid This, Tears ſtood in his Eyes, and his- 
Words were ſucceeded by Sighs, and then by 
Silence. | 

Deidgmia, who had all this while attentively 
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Liftened, found ſomething in her Mind, that made 
a ſuddain uneaſy Alteration, and thought to have 
gone away Undiſcovered 3 bur then again, her Zeal 
for the Romiſh Religion, which ſhe thoughc he had 
Reproached, by deteſting Image-Worſhip, carryed 
her ſo far, as ſhe reſolved to give him a ſharp Re- 
primand ; leaſt he, perſiſting furcher, unril diſco- 
vered by others, might Ruin himſelf, rho* her 
Goodneſs and gentle Nature was not for working 
kim any Injury by revealing it. But never was 
Man more Surpriz4d than Bernard, when he ſaw her, 
whom at thar rime of Day he little SuſpeRed, as 
not being Uſual z yer colleing his ſcattered Senſes, 
he aroſe from his Sear, and withall endeavoured 
to hide his Bible under his Coar, thinking fhe had 
been newly come, and might neither have heard 
him Read,nor ſeen his B7b/e. Bur ſhe in a frowning 
manner, centrary to the. wonted ſweerneſs of her 
Temper, Commanded him to Deliver it to her, 
that che Flames might conceal his Fault; and told 
him ſhe would nor, for that time, diſcover his be- 
ing cunverſant with a Book fo ſtrily by the Church 
Prohibited to the Layetz 3 For, continued ſhe, it is 
enough that we Believe as the Church Believes, 
wirhourt further Diſpute, or puzling our ſelves 
with thoſe Scruples and Niceries, which in all 
probability we may make a fafſe Conſtrution of, 
and wreſt even thoſe Scriptures thar are the Rule 

of our Faith, to:'our own Damnation. | ; 
This ſmarc Diſcourſe, and the Frowns 1n the 
Fair Derid;mia's Countenance, did nor in this Caſe 
to much daunrt Bernard, as in another of leſs Con- 
cern it mighr have done 3 bur with ſome aſſurance 
he Reply*d, Ah Madam ! I little thought of being 
RS Surpriz'd 
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I cannot grant what you demand; rather you may 
Command my Body to the Flames, and as a will-. 
ing Martyr I'will ſooner go, than camely betray 
che Cauſe of God, in delivering up his holy Word 
ro be Conſumed, in which is contained all things 
neceſlary to Salvation; and it would be in me an 
apparent Contempt of that Salvation, ſhould I vo- 
luntarily, or through fear, caſt ir from me. As 


to your ſaying, Madam, That the Charch has pro-' 


hibiced the Layety the uſe of this Sacred Book, e- 
ſpecially in a known Tongue, I readily Grant it; 
bur, O moſt Vertuous Lady, you little know their 
Policy in char, ir is nor thar they fear orcare what 
mi(-ConſtruRtions men make of ir ; but becauſe it 
15, like Arrows in the hand of a Giant, ſtrong a- 
gainſt their Worldly Intereſt, plainly diſcovering 
their Errors, groſs [dolatries, —— He would have 
proceeded, bur hear of Zeal prompred her haſtily 
co [nterrupt him, ſaying, Surely, Bernard, you-are 
DiſtraRted; or elſe, what's worſe,a Heretich : I took 
you to be Wiſer and more ReaſOnable when I dif- 
cours'd you the ocher Day. Truly, Madam, re- 
plyed he, As for my being in my right Senſes, I 


bleſs Almighty God, he has in his Mercy hitherto - 


continued them to me; 2nd-for my being a Here- 
tick, Pardon me, if St. Paul anſwers for me, when 
he was Accus'd before Felix, ſaying, But this I con- 


feſs unto thee, Afrer the way which they call Hereſie, 


fo Worſhip T the God of my Fathers ; believing all things 
that are Written in the Law and the Prophets, Upon 
this, Deidamia, who by Nature was all Goodneſs, 
Gentleneſs, and Affableneſs, began to moderate her 
Anger, and to conſider a litile what he had ſaid 3 

yer 


Surpriz*d by you at my Deyorions; bur ſince I am, * 
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yet her Zea] for the Religion ſhe profeſſed, made 


fl her mildly Rebuke him, and lay before him the || th 
it Danger he was in, it his Opinien was diſcovered; || Ii 
bidding him be Cautious and Wiſe in what hedid; || rc 
} though for her Part he need nor fear bur ſhe would G 


$f. Tock up what ſhe had Diſcovered, in her Breaſt, F 
[4 and it ſhould, paſs no further ;- and ſo departing, lefc ic 
him in ſome Confuſion. SB}; 6 538 
Deidamia retiring| to her: Chamber, began to fi 
Conſider on what had Paſſed, and: remembred ſhe © 


had often Wept in her render Years, when ſhe | t: 

"tif heard the Cruclries the Roman-Catholicks uſed ro- || 1 
| wards the Hugonors, or Proteſtants, in Francez and n 

| diſapproved of their Perſccuting Spirit, as not of B 

| God,wheſe chiefeſt Atrribure 1s Mercy, tender Com- K 

it Paſſion, and Forgiveneſs , when on the Contrary, ſhe a: 

| found thoſe who made Religion ſo. much rheir C 


ny boaſt, ſo yery Cruel, rhat far from the Inſtance of 
nf our 'Saviour*s refufing ro call for Fire from Heaven 
ro Conſume thoſe that had injuriouſly and deſpight- 
fully uſed him, they made their very Worſhip and 
Devorions a ſnare, to bring thoſe under their cruel 
Handlings, who had in no wiſe Offtended them, bur 
in being ſeparated from them, and movying accor- 
ding to the DiRates of ihciu Conſciences. She had 
likewiſe Obſerved the Harmleſneſs and Inoffenſive 
manner of Living in rhe _Perſecuted, and often 
ſhewed ſome Diflike of the Looſnefs and Unchriſii- 
an Practices of rhe Perſecutors ; ſo that alchough 
fhe'had a good Opinion of the Romiſh Religion, as 
having been brought up 1n it from her Infancy, yet 
had fhe not fo of many of the Profeſſors of ir, who 
apparently Derogated from the ways of Vertue, 
and ſeemed to. Encourage Vice. _ 
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This wrought ſome Labourings in her Mind, 
through the Gracious Operation of the Holy Spi- 
ritz and in her Night-Thoughts @ore Seriouſly 
refleting on many Things, and,Parricuiarly on the 
Gardener's Expreſſion out of St. Faul's Words ito 
Felix the Governour, inferring from thence, That 
ic muſt be the Sinccrity of the Heart towards God, 
more than the ſhew or outward Name, or Profe(- 
fion of any Religion, thar renders the Perſon ac- 
ceptable in his Sighr. In the midſt of theſe Cogi- 
tations and Dcbares within her ſelf, ſhe found ſome- 


_ thing (as *twere by an over-raling Power) ſtrongly 


moye her to a Defire of further 'Converfing with 
Bernard, about the Fundamentals of his Keligion ; 
which by the Pepifh Prieſts, as well 1n their Pulpits, 
as private Converſation, had beeft repreſented. fo 
Odious, Damnable, and to be Dereſted. ;. :;.:..? -* 
The Morning no ſooner ſummon'd the Gardener 
to Viſit the Flowers and Plants, & perform his uſual . 
Task in Watering and Ordering them, bur Deidumia, 
who had taken lirtle Reſt that Night, aroſe; and 
having performed her Oriſons, and then refreſh- 
ing ker ſelf with a moderate Refection, rook an Op- = 
portunity between that and Dinner-time co encer 
the Garden privately, at a Door that opened into 
it from her Apartment 3 and to Screen the betrer 
what ſhe intended, from prying Eyes, took divers 
rurns, and Gathered Poſies of Flowers, and then 
Fanning her ſelf, as if che Hear offended her, paſ- 
fing many Winding Alleys, over- ſpread with plea- 
ſant Shades, ſhe came to the betore-mentioned 
Arbour, and again ſurprized the Gardener in his 
Meditations : The Man was not under any Conſter- 
nation at hex coming, but riſing and Bowing low, 
would 
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would have Departed, our of good manners to 
g1vec her the ſole Freedom of thar pleaſant Bower 3 
but ſhe laid her Commands on hirr to ftay, ſaying, 
She had confidered of his former Diſcourſe, & had 
made it her Buſineſs to find him our, that he might 
give her ſome better. Reaſon tor the Opinion he 
held, than ver he had done. 

His Modeſty, and the humble Thoughts he con- 
ceiv'd of himſclf, would ſcarce give him leave to 
fitdown, thongh ſhe ofren Commanded him ſo to 
do; bur ar laft he Complyed, and then ſhe asked 


him. Upon what Ground and Foundation the Baſis ' 


of hisReligign was fixed > 

Gardener. It is Founded on the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teflament, which were. Written by 
Men, inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and given tor our 
Inſtruction and Learning; it 1s only the Word of 


God that can Warrant the Truih of any Prof effi- 


on in Religious Matters; and ':1at we Proteſtants 
(through God's Afliftance_) Labour to Conferm, 
and Live up to. 

Deidamia. Ay, but you may be Miſtaken in the miſin- 
terpreting the Scriptures,and ſo fall into groſs Herefies, 
as our Church charges you; and tbereſore bas ſtrict ly 
Forbid the Layety of our Communion to meddle with 
them, leaſt like Weapons put into the Hands of Itots, 
er 1Madmen, they injure themſelves and others thereby, 

Gard. Ah Lady, ſhall I be frce, and deal Plainiy 
with you in this Point ? 

Dei. #ith all my Heart, let me Hear what you 
can ſay in Anſwer to it 2 

Gard. All Scriptures are given for our Learning 3 
God is willing we ſhould know his revealed W1ll, 


that we may be the berter Evablcd to perform - T, 
ef 
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St. Paul commends the Bereans, 8 calls them Noble, 
becauſe they ſearched the Scriptures, ro fee whe- 
ther the things they heard were ſo or no; and we 
have many Commanas for this; as, Seek ye th? Book 
of the Lord and Read, Iſa. 24. 16. They were more 
Noble, in that they ſearched the Scriptures daily, Ads 
17. Iles Let the Word of God dwellrichly in you, Collofl. 
2- 16. From a Child thou haſt known the Scriptures, 
2 Tim. 3. 15. Tabe the Sword of the Spirit, which 
is the Werd of God, Eph. 5. 17. And many others 
that I mighe mention which are to be found in rhe 
Scriptures 3 and this not commanded to Some, but 
to Al that (eek Salvation, 

Dei. Certainly if our Church had ſeen this fit, they 


would not have denyed it; but being Dangerous to 


Souls, it ought to be Reſtrained. 

Gard. Ir is indeed Dangerous to break Sod's 
Commandments, and to teach Men ſo to do, and 
to make the Word of God of none Effe&t by Hu- 
mane Tradition. We know the Woes Chriſt pro- 
nounced againft the Phariſees for cheſe things. 

Dei. Why who are Guilty of this? The Church of 
Rome, the Holy Catholich Church, as it has4nany Ages 
been Stiled, is ſurely Unſpotted of ſuch Crimes. 

Gard. I wiſh I could fay it was nor, butit deep». 
Iy-is Guilty, as in many other Particulars, ſo mbſt 
Eminently in this, Thar it profefies no Man is 6b- 
liged to receive the Scriptures as the Word of 
God, or ro beheve any ot ir, bur tor the Teftimo- 
ny of your Church; and ro Awe Men unto ſuch a 
Belief, rhrears of Damnacion are uſed. As well ag 
the Magiſtrates Swords, and cruel Torments by 7 
g4i/ition ; & indeed ir is nor done without Ground : 
This 1s done to hinder prying in to their groſs Ido- 
larries, 


I ...... 
24 The French Convert.” © 


Jarries, Errors, and_Superftitions, Derogatorie to 
the <criprures and expreſs Command of God. : 
Dei. Sure you are befides your ſelf: Nor - can you || th 
prove ihisz but being fallen from the Church, do this || i « 
enly in Prejudice and Spight, to lay a Stain upon its Þ & 
Virgin Innocence, HR ; { 
Gard. No; ir is apparent from the Word of Þ 2 
- 
a 


God, and even from Reaſon ir ſelf, in thoſe thar 
wift Contider, and are nor blinded with Ignorance, 
which your Church in her Senſe truly ſtiles the 
Mother of Devotion. . 
| Dei. Can any (uch thing be in a Church that is In-Þ | 
fakible> and to prove that it is ſo, it is faid to beButlt Y 1 
'' pon $t, Peter; be #5 the Rock ſpoken of 3 and this Þ 1 
w" Rock doth, together with St. Yerer, include his Suc- 
My ceNor 5; and the Church Built on this Rock:(that is | +: 
united to, and built upon the Pope ) us Infallible ; for Þ -: 
it is ſaid, The Gatcs of Hell ſhall nor prevail a- 1 
oainſt-ir. | , 
Gard. Pardon me, Lady, If I ſay There is nof- i 
Agreement among the Church-Men abour this In- | 1 
_ fallible Judge ; ſome will have ir the: Pope, ſome 
a General Counce], and others both ; none of vour Þ 
Writers having yet Concluded on ir. However, _ 
theſe Words are Peryerted, for it is more Probable | -: 
that not Peter's Perſon, but his Do&rine or Confeſſion | 
- concerning Chriſt, 1s rhe Rock upon which *the 
Church is builr .* Scripture is its beſt ſnrerpreter ; 
it is not Peter bur Chrift is the Foundarion of the 
Church, as here in my Bible you may ſee, by the 
23th Chap. and 16th Verſe of Iſaiah, compared 
wich 1 Pet. 2,6, 7, $. Which you may pleaſe to 
Read; | which ſhe did] It is moreover exprelly ſaid, 
1 Cor. 3. Ll. Other Foundation can uo Man lay, ws 
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th at, that is layed, which is Feſus Chriſt *. And this 
is rhe mare caaſiderable, becauſe he ſpeaks againſt 
thoſe that. made the Apofiles ro be Foundations, 
ſazing,i]. an of ,Panl; another of Apeilos, or. Cephas 3 
and if this its ſpoke of Perer, Bo more is faid of 
him: here, chan. is ſpoke of all-che Prophets and 


. Apeſtles, Epb:ſ* 2. 20. Te are built upon the Foun- 


agalion of. the Apoſtles: and Prophets. 

; Þ8ul; 1ell; I am not much Learned in this Myſtery 3 
but, Bray, wha? as Erroniares: can you aſſign in our 
Marſhiper any other thing the Church holds as abſolutely 
Neceſſary ? a8 3 2645 : 

-. Gard, The paving Divine Adaratian to Angels, 
.and Saints, eXpreſt; contrary to God's Commands, 
and-Dcrogarory ro his Honour,: who alone oughr 
ww be Worfhipped in Heaveg ahd-Earth 3 and ro 
-Worihip any. orher, .cirher Saint or Angel, or any 
Creature, is ldolatry, and a breach of the Second 
 Commanduent, rf 
Deid. Na), 122 000 haſty We do not Worſhip the 4x- 
gels and Saints ar Gad, with the higheſt Worſhip, which 

i only Proper #& God; but . with with an Inferiour 
bind of Religicus Worſbip, that they may Preſent our 
Supplications to himss i: =: 

; Gard, There is no-Intercefior or Mediator but 

Chriſt; Jeſus, who is appointed co perform thac 


= a 
= IH 
on 


. Othee ; If any man want Wiſdom, let him ash of God, 


Fames 1x. 5. Neither of Sainrs, nor Angels. Come 

_ ro me, faith our Saviour, and I will in no wiſe caſt you 
out. This free Jnvitation ſhows us he alone 1s co re- 
ceive our Petitions, and preſent them to his Fa- 
ther, There is alſo Image-Worſhip brought Cun- 
ningly in by Prieſts, to gain Worldly Advantage, 
and pretended Miracles, to draw the Ignorant ts 
CG pay 
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Pay their Devotion more at cne Place than ar at.\o- 
ther, 1mpoſing on the Ignorant for Lucre ſaze. 1 
could ſay much more, but I fear to Offend you. 

Deid. Ne, you do not : But let us core nearer to' 
the main Comtroverſie ; What think you of Tranſub- 

ftaniiation ? Is not Chriſt Corporally preſent in the 
Sacrament? | 

Gard, Tr is a Miſrepreſentation of our Saviour's 
Words, for if he had ſo meant as the Church of 
Rome holds it, when he brake the Bread he muſt 
have held himſelf in his own Hands, and Eat him- 
ſelf, yer ſtill fit whole and entire at the Table ; his 
whole Body muſt be in the Mouth of every Commu- 
Nicant at once, and that Body in Millions of Places 
at a time, broken and unbroken, and be ſubjeR ro 
Putrifactionz and therefore the Words, This js my 
Boay, doth only inrend, Thzs doth fignifie my Boa ; 
and upon the ſame Account our Saviour is called, 
a Door, a Roch, a Vine; yet none can be ſo void of 
Linderſtanding, to believe he was turned intoany 
of theſe; and therefore when he brake the Bread, 
and gave the Cup, he did it only that when Chriſti- 
an Congregations were met on ſolemn Occafions 
to Celebrate his Worſhip, they ſhould do it in Re- 
membrance of him, all his coming in Glory at the 
laſt Day, as the immediate Words explain; and it 
is Abſurd ro believe that the Prieft*s uttering a few 
Words over a Wafer, can make it a God, or that 
Body offered on the Croſs. 

Deid. You amaze me: But Pray what do you hold 
about Purgatory? Is there ſuch a Place where Souls 
gre to endure their Purgation after Neath, that go not 
immediately 10 Heaven; and by Maſſes and Prayers, 
ay be releaſed foonzr or later? 
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Gard. Ir is a Tradition lately brought in, and 
with it hath brovughre much increaſe of Wealth to 
the Church. The Word of God allows only Hea- 
ven for thoſe who ſhall be made Veſiels of Mercy ; 
and Hel} for thoſe whoſe Sins have provoked tim 
to caſt them down to thoſe diſmal Regiors of Sor- 
row, and Eternal] Woe: No Prayers after Dearh 
being available, m_ 

Leid. Theje Notions are ar New as Strange to me. 
Have you any Authertich Proof for this ? 

Gard. Yes; The revealed Word of God 1s a 


be Damne4, Mark 26. 16, Here is no ſvch thing as 
a Purgatory to be found; it is enly the Flood of 
Chriſt that purgeth us from our Sins; ard from 
a]l Uncleanneſs of Fleſh and Spirit, ro preſcnt our 
Souls Blameleſs and Unſporced to his Father : By 
this 1 underſtand thoſe that Dye in the 1 ord need 
not our Frayers,ard thoſe that Dye in their Sins n@. 
Prayers can avail them; tor in the Grave there 1s 
no Repentance: As the Tree falls, fo 1t muſt he, 
Whether it falls rewards the North, or towards the 
South, where it falls there it mnft lie +. There 1s on- 
ly two Extreams, North,ar:d South; no Middle way, 
or Purgatory for it to fall in. And as Death leaves 
us, ſo Judgment will afſuredly find us, 
He would have Procceded, bvt ſhe ſtopt him, 
ſaying, Pray bow long have you been of this Cpitnien ? 
+ & Þ Gar 
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Gard. Ever fince God was Pleaied co }nlighten 


me with his Grace, to be attentive to his holy 


Word, and to be Guided by ir. 

Deid. Was you ever then of the Church of Rome ? 

Gard. In my younger Years I waz; bucthrough 
Mercy, being made Senſible by the Scriptures of 
ghe Corruptions and Errors of that Cl:urch, by the 
AlRance ofa worthy Divine, hope with Sr.Paul, 
Nothing ſhall be able to Separare ine from the 
Love of Sod, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. I wil! net 
off:nd your Ladyſhips chaſte Ears with the ! jftory 
of rhe Debaucheries and wicked Lives o! divers 
Popes, and moſt of the Clergy 3 bur will Pray Bea» 
ven to defend you from either tel Lu or Re- 
wenze*. And fince I have by a free Confeiiicr put 
my Life into your Hands, I.un:ly Sea.itic ro 


Here again ſhe jurerrupted him, and Denmanded, 
Why the Religion he Profejicd was called the Vrotc- 
ſtant Religion ? 

To which he Reflf*d, As for being !o called, it is 
ro diſtinguiſh ir from that of the Rc2z2/þ 5, ir came 
from ſeveral Princes and Citics uf Germany, who 
upon the Preachings of good Men, and their Ex- 
emplary Lives, Proteſtcd againſt me Uiurpations of 
the Remi Church and it's Errors. That it was ao 
New Do&rine, but the Truth of Primitzve Chriſti- 
anity, Confefled, Aﬀerred, and Purged from the 
Corruptions of Popery, taking the revealed Will 
of God for it's Guide. 

At this Deidamia Pauſed a while; and then ta- 
king his Bible looked over the Sacred Proofs he 
had turned down in order; and her Colour went 
and came fo, that he catily percetyed bor find was 
Iz>ouritg 
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labouring under ſome Difficuities,and lo giving it 
him again,ſhe went away withour ſpeaking a Word-. 

This ſomewhat perpicx'd the Gardener, as fear- 
ing. ſhe was Diſpieaſed with what he had ſaid ; bur 
her ſending for him privately to her Chamber 
the next Morning, under the Notion of bringing 
her ſome choice i' lowers, baniſh'd all Fear in him 
when rhey cwo being only lefr rogether, ſhe gently 
led him into her Cloſer, and ſhutting the Door 
to be more Private, ſaid, O Bernard, (ferching 2 
deep Sigh) your Yeſterdays Diſcourſe has much 
broken my left *light's Reſt; 1 haye been Mgd'- 
tating on 1, 38d find. abunCance of Reaſon in whar 
yen fav ; you have (as- Sr. Paul ſaid in another 
Caſe) almoſt perſwaded me tg be of. your Perſwaſion: 
I wiſh to Ged, moſt Vertiuous Lady, C Rephed he) 
I might be an humble Inſtrumenc in Cods hand, 
to do any thing that may redound to his Glory ard 
the Good and Welfare of vour Preticus and Im. 
merry] Soul, withour hazarding your Temporal 
Quiet and Peace, or expoſing you to any Danger 3 
though, for a Crown of Life ard Immortality, all 
Earthly things are to be Deſpiſed; arid the hofy 
Apoſtle accounts all this World's Good -but as 
Dr:f8 and Dung, in comparijon of enjuyang f brift Feſt, 
well, C /aid ſhe ) this 1s my Aim,and if God enable 
me with his affiſting Grace, I hope, throvgh his 
Mercy, £5 attain it. I have indeed, ( contiaued ſhe) 
to my great Grief, obſcryed the Looſe, and Pro- 
phane manner of Living of thoſe that proiefs our 
Religion, alledging rhar a Cenfeſſien, with Abſolutten, . 
and ſome other Works, will Purge them from 
their Sins, and gain them thar Elefledneſs in the 
Ezd, which I could never Eeartily belicye they 
C 3 would 


' An inward Rejoycing to fee her brovghr to this 
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would obtain by them: And ſince I have mar* 
ſeriouſly Conſidered God's Word, exprefſly to th 
Contrary, [ cantior_be/ieve char any rhing but fin 
cere axd unfeigned Reperrtance in the conrſe of 
an uſported Life, can purchsſe {through the Merir 
of my Saviour) thoſe endleſs Glories and rranſcen 
danrt Bleſſings that God has promiſed ro poor Mor 
tals. — She wculd have Yroceeded, but the 
falling Tears ſtopr her Urrerance, ard Bernard hac 


Paſtz whereupon he Comforted her with good Ad 
vice, and the Cordials of God's Nercies and Pro 
miſcs, In brief he had made hexgſencitle of rhe 
Errors ſhe had been brought up In, and then © 
pened (from Point ro Point) the Cheat ef preter 
ded Miracles, and Relicks, the impoſing on People 
with Pardons and Indulgences to ger Money ; the 
Whaoredoms, Murthers and Inceſts of many Popes 
Cardinals, and Prelater of the Remiſh Church; 
their Unreaſonableneſs in prohibiting Priefts Mar 
Tiage, which is immediately appoinred by God, and 
the allowing them by Canons and Decrces the Em- 
braces of Concubines, or ro commir adultery, ex- 
preſly contrary ro the Command of the Almighty, 
for as much as he hzs expreſly ſaid, Theſe that dv 
theſe things ſhall not inherit Eternal Life. — He 
would have proceeded, bur hearing the ſound © 
Feer coming up Stairs, ſhe haſtened him down a 
back way with ſo much Precipiration that he Jefc 
His Bibſe behind him, which ſhe luckily geeing, 
Lecked up in a Scrutore. "9 

I haye cold you before, That Father Artonio the 
Prieſt, forgetrivg his FurQion, Duty and Diftance, 
e4ve way to his unruly ard and lawleſs _— 
an 
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Surpriſing however he came, that purting his Noſe 
over the upper ſtep juft as the Gardener poſted 
our at the private Poor, he had a Giimps of the 
back-parrs of his Garments, as it afrerward appear- 
ed; bur at that time rook no notice of any ſuch 
thing. D-idamia ſeeing Antonie coming towards ker 
ina very Pleaſant Hamour, Demanded, with a 
modeſt Decency, what Occaſion brought him 
thither ro Diſtarb her Retirement ? 

Ab (aid the impudent Prieſt, who could net 


. long keep down his boiling Paſſion ) your 19 fair 


Eyes, ſweet Lady,like Load-ſflones, bave drawn me to 
you ; that beauteous tempting Face of yours has made 
me forget my (elf, with my Duty to my Lord and the 
Truft he r+ſpofed in me. Why cerrainly,ſaid Deidamia, 
(calling in her Patience to bridle her Paſſion) you 
are beſide your ſelf, Ant —— What mean you 
by this kind of Diſcourſe? If I am beſide my felf 
(replyed he almoſt Crying) your fair ſelf is the -- je 
of it, whoſe Beauties, libe Arrows, have Waurdea my 
Heart and (ickned my Brain; I wiſh T had never ſeen 
fach Amiableneſi in Weman-kind ; but ſince T have been 
fo Unfortimate as to be your Fettered Captive, take ſame 
Compaſſion on me, and eaſe my Sefferings. Whar Suf- 
fcrings > Replycd Deidamia, Frowning ? or, What 
can 
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can be the Senſe of all this looſe ſtuft? Why then? 
( Replved he _) 19 be Seriozs, in plain Terms 1 Love 
you ; and that ſo Paſſtmately that unleſ3 you Conacſcend 
ty male me juitabls Returns, T ſhall have no Peace 

or Quiet ;, but muft be Miſerable and Wretehed Eter= 
ra7%, Then ( ſaid ſhe) be you fo: Whar have 
You ſcen cf any Looſe Viſbecoming Behaviour in 
me, thac you ſhould dare ſpeak rhus ro me ? This, 
iike a Thunder-bolr, ftracx him Mute 3. when 
{mocthing her Brows,and growing a liccle Calmer, 
fhe ſaid, Come, come, Arnortio, I rook you for a- 
nother Man; you profeſs Sanftiry, and admoniſh 
e:hers io lead a buly Life 3. 1s this Pretention then 
Rez!, or it 1s only Fejgned, ro try my Vertue ? L 
Preteft, aid he,lifring up both.his Hands, 7t is Real, 
and T cannot help it. Why, ſaid ſhe, would you 
Commir ſo great a Wickedneſs if you might, and 
make your ſelf Gnilty of a Crime ſo Henious 2 Ay 
Lady, replyed he, if that be all, I can Abſolve yau by 
the Pawer given me from the Seg, of Rome : Conſent 
vat to let me enjoy $0:1, your Pennance ſhall be always 
eafie; I'll get @ Diſper/ation for your Marriage Vows 


from the Pope, with -Pardans , Indulgenchs, or any thing, 


For Sins paſi, and thoſe that are ta Come : Nay, I'li 
do any thing, jo I do not fall under your Dſpleaſure 3 
Let me alone for the Reſt, and —- 

This Infs/ence ſo much Diſpleaſed the Vertuous 
Lady, that ſhe could hear no more,nor bear ir any 


longer ; but Commanded him out of) 


ner Preſence : 
Yet could not be rid of him, till ſhe Threarned 
to call up the reſt of iter Servants. Whereupon 
he went Muttering away 3 and for two days atter, 
as much as poffible he could, he ſhunned coming 
Into her Preſence 3 which much pleaſed her 3 - 

SH 


— 


ſhe conld not behold him but wich Horror and 
Deteſtation. 

This Attempt however, in one Senſe, (through 
the over-ruling Providence and Goodneſs of God, who 
is wonderful in Counſel, and excellent in Work- 
ing, and can make the greateſt Wickedneſs of his 
Creatures, ſerve the Purpoſe of his own Glory) 
worked to her Advantage ; for ſhe Believed now 
all true which the Gardener had told her, abour 
the Wicked Debauched Zives of the Romrſh Clergy, 
fince this Villanous- Prieſt had not Scrupled to 
proffer the Pep's Pardon for no leſs than Adultery, 
and that before it was Committed; by which 
means or Encoaragement, the plainly ſaw it muſt 
Conſequently be that they frequently rempred eaſy 
and Ignorant People re the Committion of many 
Sins: Therefore ſhe reſolved to leave theſe b/imd 
Guides, and take the Word of God for her Leader 
and Inftruftosr; fo: caring ro come to Confeſſion er 
hear Maſs, ſometimes upon Prerence of Indiſpo- 
ſition, and ar other times Purpoſely going Abroad, 
at che uſual rimes of either; and holding ſome 
other Conferences with the Gardener, which (as 
to Particulars) for Brevity's ſake I muſt of Necel- 
fity paſs over. | 

She found in her. ſelf 2 ſtrong Averſion te the 
Religion fhe had been brought up in; and having 
procured a B7ble in the French Tongue, took ſuch 
Delight in Reading ir, that whenever ſhe had crime 
to Retire, ir was not out of her Hand yer fhe kept 
this as Secret as poſſible. and not being ready at 
it her ſelf, got the Gardener ro turn her down 
fuch Proofs as were rhe ſtrongeſt Arguments againſt 
the Errors of Popery, &f were the Abomaarions of the 
Myfizcal 
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Myftical Babylon ws Pointed at. This heJoyfully did, 
and gave Praiſe to God, whe had made him 1n- 
ſtramencal in ſo good a Work ; though he was not || h( 
Tgnorant his Life was liable to Pay for ir, if it were Þ w 
Diſcovered : She likewiſe layed afide her Beads and I P, 
Crucifix, Converſed no more with Roſaries or the | ta 
Legends cf Pretended Saints; and though ſhe found || to 
ſome Temprations and Fears at the beginning, yer || du 
frequenrly Praying to Sod; ſhe over-came Satan's | wl 
A'ites, and found abundance of Joy and Comfort I act 
enlightning her Soul, fo that ſhe could not forvear If pa 
breaking out into Rap:ures of Praiſes and Thanki- I Ap 
giving, for che wonderful Change (by ſo Strange | his 
and Unexpected a Means_) wrought in her* Soul. If he 

Whilſt this Vertuous Lady and the Gardener 
held cheir priyate Correſpondence, in Difcourfing 
of the things of God, and incouraging and Ex- 
horring each othef ro Per ſeverance and Stediaſt- Jrec 
neſs 1n Truth, Arzonto and Fronouius equally burn- Fof ; 
ing with Luftful defires to enjoy the tender 
Bezuries . of the fair Deidamia, were Plotting and 
Contriving how their lawleſs defigns might beſt 
be brought about; chough <ach Plotred by him- fext 
ſelf 3 / for as yer they were ignorant of each 0- 
rther's Paſſion.) The Vill}anaus Prieft (as you 
have aiready hcard_) had been Repulſed with In- 
dignation by the Chaſte Lady, which inwardly ror- 
mented him, and brought him almoſt ro his Wits 
end ; but the other C Fronovirs ) had made no tiy- lg, 


_ al of her Virtues, and waired a favourable Oppor- I j; 


tunity ro do it; and therefore he Thinks, Med!- 
rares, and caſts many things in his Mird, nl! at laſt Tig 
Chis Paſſion embolding him_) hereiolved to break Þ/ c 
the Ice with a Letter; and if ſhe took no _ 
© 
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of thar, to Second it with his Perſonal Addreſs ; but 
how he ſhou'!d do this with Privacy and Safety, he 
ere || was at a ſtand for a time ; for he feared to cruſt any 
and £ Eedy to deliver it, leaſt his Criminal Love ſhould 
the || take Air; and to Deliver ic himſelf would look 
and | too Daſtardly, as if he was not Capable,or as leaſt 
jet || durft not Speak for himſelf ; however, in A little 
an's | while he mer wich 4'fir Opportunity 3 op Deidathia 
fort Þ accidencally* droping her Handkey ief "as. 'fh 
zear |f paſſed chrough a large Gallery that ed: 


as wo 
ikf- Þ Aparrmenr,he carefully cook ir up, atte, rake bo 
þ 


nge {f his Letter in it(which he had ready Seatet "by kn 

oul. If he gave ir to her Gentlewoman to give jr ro her 
ener FE Lady,celling her he found ir in the Long Gallery; 
fing the Gentlewoman knowing the Handkerchief ro 
Ex- ſbeher Ladies, immediately carried it to her 3. who 
faſt- Yreceived ir from her without knewing any thing 
urn- Nof a Letter being in it; and afterwards acciden- 
nder ſally raking the Handkerchief 'our of her Pocket, 
and ſhe Letter dropt out upon the Ground, which ſhe 
aking up, and looking on the Superſcription, was 


him- Eextreamly ſurpriz'd ro find it Dire&ted to her - 
h o- elf; and haſtily opening it, was much more ſo, | 


you Bo find the Contents thereof to' be as followerh : 


y rOT- WH) Ardon me, moſt Lovely Deidamia, if your Beauty 
makes me forget the Station I am in, and im- 
ty" Wldens me to own & Paſſion T have Laboured in vain 
por- W hide; to be brief, Dear Lady, I am ſo Captivated 
Med'- th rur Charms and ſingular PerfeHtons, thats I am 

mftrained to ſay, 1 Love you infinitely above all Mor- 
"ak il Creatures ; and ſinceit appears to me Unreaſona- 
(GrICE We gny one Man ſhould Monopolize fo ineflimable 4 
eaſure, give me leave to Hope 3 and don't ſuffer me to 
Langut(l 
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EL anguiſh and Dye, but render the Balm of your Kind- = 


neſs t0 Cure tie Weunds which your bright Eyes have 


ca 
made in your otherways Wretched Servant, , _.. Ye 
| Fronovius. | x 


» Ts Reading of Figs Lower UI her. with Blues 
es, Anger and Amazement, at the wupparalicli' 
Boldifeſs and Villany of the Aurhor of = acl at oo: -_ 
was feſalving to commit ir tq che flames, oro Nl c- 
.T6ar Jt ices buran ſecond Thoughts, ſhe laid 
gr Cloſer, where-ſhe Yexed and Fretted 
1th + ſhe was thus left among/t ſuch ungrate: 4 
IV IEgiches, thar dared fo much to ſuipcAt her IN 1. 
ues, and meaſure them by their own wicked 


and filthy Inclinations, as to. Preſume flze wau'd - 
Defile her Marriage-Bed being more Grieved for 2h 


this Diſcovery than the 'former 3 for ſhe kuew che 
Prieft had ſlomet 16g of the Libertine in him, bur Jea 
chis Man ſhe had always held to be Heneſt and Ver- 


ruouſly, inclin'd cill now 3 and to him ſhe thought x 
to have diſcovered Antonio's Fally, if he perfiſted | ©< 
in it ; that by Shame and Reproofs he might haye i 
Reclaimed him. Burt now ſhe ſcarce knew who to na 
truſt ; and could nor therefore bur Tremble ar the T 
Apprehenſons of ſome Violence thaz might be of- (Þ © 7 
fered her from thoſe Luſtiful Miſcreants,whoſe fight > - 
now yery much diſpleaſed her. She thought once | 2? 
or twice of Diſplacing them 3 but found their Au- wit 
thoriry in rhe Family was ſo grear,thatin her Lord's (th 
Advſence ſhe could nor do ir :Whereupon ſhe fell on - « 


her Knees to Implore God's Mercy and ProreQion, 
Cominending her ſelf wholly to his Care and Pro- Y 28 
yidence, and begging of Him co bOkeg Guardian 
and ProteQor, : YOu 

Though Deidania's Wind on theſe Curprizing 
Attempts 


” 
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tempts on her-Honour, was variouſly Tofled, ſhe at 
laſt came ro a ſettled Reſolution Prudently to 
Conceal what had paſled, art leaft till her Lord 
came Home, for fear of &candal and Diſturbance : 
Yet Fronouims might well read in her Countenance- 
| wherever he came inte her Preſence, thar ſhe had 
' read his, Letrer, and how ſhe reſented it; which 
made him ſtruggle to overcome his Paſſion, bur 
in Vain ; for like Oyle thrown on Fire, the Oppo- 
ſition his lewd Defires mer with, made them burn 
the fiercer ; ſo that he reſolved to-find an Oppor- 
tunity co throw himſelf at her Feet, and diſcover 
his Paflion ro her by word of Mouth; and whilft 
he waited for a convenient Time and Place to do 
it, he perceived the Gardener often ro come in 
and go our very chearful, as highly Pleaſed and 
Cenrtented; and that though he only carryed her 
Fruits and Flowers, yet his Frantick Paſſion and 
Jealoufie made him believe there was ſomething 
more in it. Antonio the Prieft had alſo obſerved 
the like, and had much the ſame Sentiments, which 
emboldened chem the more to Perfift in their wic- 
ked and unclean Defires, and to continue to Per- 
ſecute the chaſte Lady with their dereſted Proflers 
of lawleſs Love; concluding, that if one of ſu low 
a Rank could be in Favour, they intime could nor 
miſs of obtaining what they ſought; and fo blinded 
with Paſſion, and purſuing what they aimed ac 
(though,as has been ſaid, unknown to each other) 
they kept a watchful Eye upon the Actions of Dez-. 
damia, whoſe Mind was takcn up jn Contempla- 
ting the Divine PerfeRions of hib who 1s Fairer 
than the Children of Men, bcing every day more 
confirmed in the Truch of her Religion, —_— 
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and praifing God that by ſo wonderful and unex 
peed a means had brought her our of Darkneſ; 
and Error into the marvellous Light of his Truch j!%7 
and Engaged her Heart to Embrace and Entertainſ'9 % 
It above her chiefeſt Joy; partly looking on the dence 
Trouble ſhe had from Antorzo and Fronoviws, thoſe i!4t 
Brethren in Iniquiry, as Temptations or Trials tg 
Confirm Her the more, by overcoming them, jt 
the Doarine ſhe had ſo lately Embraced; in whit 
ſhe firmly reſolved to Perſevyere againſt all Temp. 
tations whatever, 
Burt whilſt tkeſe things paſſed, Fronevius had re 
ccived no other anſwer to his Letter, but Deidamia's 
Angry and much changed Countenance towatds 
Nim, which he would no: take for an abſolute Re- 
pulſe, and therefore was reſolved to have heff* 
pofitive Anſwer : To obtain which, as Deidamiq "8 * 
was one Morning leaning upon the Window in her] ><c: 
Chamber, and looking into the Garden, he ſtole er 
foftly up-Srairs, and was got into her Chamber|/”7- 
juſt behind her, before ſhe heard him, when ſud-| vr 
denly turning abour and ſeeing him jn a DejeRted| (915 
Poſture, ſhe was very much SurpriF'd and Trem-| "<1 
bled at the fight; whilſt he by many Words 
endeavour'd to ſhew the Grearneſs of his Paſſion; 
but having ſomewhat recolicted het Spirits, ſhe 
ith an angry Countenance ſpake to him thus: 
by, how now, Fronovius? What Buſineſs have yu 
vere, thus to fteal into my Chamber Unawa es? This i for 
Juch an Effronted piece of Impudence and Rudeneſs at hm 
w#tter becomes a Thief than the Steward of my Keu|- 
#r1d 5 and yet the filthy Errant that you come en,is fa 
were Criminal than your comirg +: What have you eve 
xen ef Lightneſs in my Carriage that ſhould make Fon 
P14 
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thus Audacios, or give you the leaſt Hope to ſucceed in 
your Unlawful and Wicked Defires? I cammand you 
to be gone: and hnow that if you perſiſt in your Impu- 
dence and Folly, I will ſpeedily take theſe Methods, 
that fhall iſſue mm your deſerved Shame and Confufion. 
He would have Replied, bur ſhe forthwith wenc 
our of che Chamber, and would not ſtay to hear 
him. | 
' This abſoſure Denial and ſevere Reprimand,fill'd: 
Fronovius full of Confuſion; and had almoſt made 
him hopeleſs; bur after ſome RecolleQion, he 
ſtrongly Fancied, that the Oppoſition he mer with, 
xaidg proceeded nor from the Lady's Vere, but from 
e Rethe greater inclinarior ſhe had to ſome Rival, who 
> he enjoyed choſe Favours which he h;% been purſu- 
Jami ing 3 and he ſuppos'd the Gardener co ve the Man, 
n her} Þ<cauie he had receiv d ſome particular Marks of 
ſol her Favour tince the departure of the Count Alan- 
mber[/!7. Being thus perſwaded, he was Reſolved (if ir 
| ſug.) were poſhible) ro make a plain Diſcovery; and to 
eced| this end ic Planted himſelf Privately one Evening. 
rrem-| near che Back-ſtairs that led our of the Garden into 
Vords) Peidamia's Apartment (for that way he thought his. 
Tron | ſuppoſed Rival muſt come.) And indeed he had 
- ſhe 1ot waiced Jong, before a Perſon came by,and went 
thus; 2p thoſe Stairs ; whom he ſoftly followed to the 
ve Yiu Stair-foot ; the Darkneſs of the Night hingered him 
rhis x from Diſcerning who che Perſon was that went by 
16/3 al him, bur he doubred nor but it was the Gardener, 
Hen(-$and having liſtened ar the bottom of the Stairs, 
is fa hearing no Door open, nor no Rey to turn,he ima- 
+ eve] gined the Door was leſt open on purpoſe, and 
be you thErefore reſolved to go up himſelf, and Surprize 
thy] tem in the very AR of their unlawful Love: ke 
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had no ſooner reſolved this, but he hears ſome Bo- 
dy Coming ſoftly down Stairsz aſfoon as the Per- 
fon came to the borram of the Stairs, Fronourus 
boldly Siezes on him, and Demands what Buſineſs 
he had there at that late rime of Night * But was 
extreamly Surpriz'd to meet with, inſtead of Ber- 
nard. the Gardener, Antenio the Prieft; whom then 
Frongvins tought had been with Derdamia. Upon 


which, ſpeaking big Words to Antonio, and threat- | 


"Ing tc kill him for the Diſhonour he had done his 
Lord, jn Vjolating of his Bed: The Poor Prieft 
{who was almoſt Dead with Fear, and extreamly 
Confounded at this Accidenr_) tremblingly told 
Frenovius, That if he would fave his Life, he would 
Inpgenuouſly re} him all he knew : Which Fronovizs 
promiſing, Aeon told him the Story of his Love, 
Addreſſes, violent Paſſton,and the Repulſes he mer 
with : That however being Jealous of the Garde- 
ner, and not finding him in his Lodging (for it 
ſeems Deidamia had newly appeinted him another, 
unknown to Antono_) he ſuſpeed he might be with 
his Lady; where Deſiring to DeteR him, and bripg 
him to Puniſhment, he nad undertaken to come 
at this Unſeaſonable rime 3 but the Doors being faſt 
Locked, and after a long Liſtening hearing no Stir 
nor Whiſpering, was returning back again ro watch 
a more favourable Opportunity, that he might nor 
on {light Grounds or Uncertainty, lay ſuch a thing 
ro their Charge. 

Fronovius finding the Prieſt had been Repulſed 
and Reproved as well as he, and that his Thoughts 
were the ſame with his as to the ſuſpeted Rival, 
having hufhed his preſent Fears, and declared to 
him, though ſomewhat Darkly, his own i 
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Oc. They went to Antomo's Chamber, where they 
entered into a Combination ſo Ke]liſh and Mali- 
cious,that it brought many Woes and Miſertes, both - 
to the Vercuous Derdamig, and the Gardener, till 
by the Mercy of God, to the Shame, and Confuſion 
of the Contrivers, they were turned to Bleſſings, 
to rejoyce che Injured, and clear their Innocence, 
after many incxpreſſible Sufferings. 

Whilſt theſe wicked Men were thus Plotting to: 
Revenge their Repulſes, Deidamra was thoughtful 
of her Safety : Sometimes ſhe Determined to 
Wrire to Alanſon, to remember his Promiſe and 
haſten his Return; bur then ſhe Concluded thar 
though his Preſence might reform theſe Diſorders,. 
yer to deſert his Command upon any private Oc- 
caſfton,would Derogare from his Honour 3 and then. 
ſhe Contidered, that ſhe could not hide from him 
the Religion ſhe had Embraced ſince his Depar- 
cure, for ſhe could not Diflemble if ſhe was taxed 
with itz and tho' his Company were dear to her, 
yer the Enjoyment of the other was more Prett- 
ous and Preferablez and that in Compariſon of rhe 
Love of Chriſt, all the Love in the World was bur 
of litzle Value. At another time ſhe thought of 
Retiring ro her Parents 3 bur this ſhe fancied would 
be Diſpleaſing ro her Lord, that in his Abſence ſhe 
ſhould leave the Government of his Family, which 
he had truſted to her Care at his Departure theſe 
things ſeriouſly Weighed, ſhe reſolved to remain 
at home, thinking time would cure the wild Dit- 
orders that were in the Minds of thoſe two wickee: 
SETvValits. | 

After this laſt Reſolve, ſhe retired co her Clo- 
{er,yhere ſhe had nor been long cer the Gardener 
came 
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came to preſent her with a Paper he kad drawn 
up by her Order, ofthe Fundamental Poinrs of the 
Proreftant Religion, in oppoſition to Popery, one 
being compared with the other, and tryed by 
Scripture and the Fathers of rhe Primitive Times. 
She accepred this Paper very Kindly, promiſing to 
look 1t over -at her Leiſure, as a Matrer ſhe had 
much Deſired to be Informed in. Whereupon 
he Retired to his Labour in the Garden ; whilſt a 
Bribed Spice their Enemies had ſet on the Watch, 
was run giving Information of the Gardener's be- 
ing with his Lady 3 Fronovzzs was out of the Way, 
bur Antenio haſted as faſt as he could, and ſoftly 
opening the Spring-Lock, Impudently enter'd the 
Chamber, drawing the Curtains of her Bed,in hopes 
of finding what he looked for there; bur miſſing 
his Purpoſe, he ftole to the fide of her Cloſer, di- 
xected thicher by her Vgice; for the Pious Lady 
was failen oh her .Knees, and fervently pouring 
our her Soul ro God 1n theſe Words: 
Moft bleſſed God, thou who art the F ather of Mer- 
() cies, and the God of all Conſolations, T bleſs and 
Praije thy holy Name, that thou haſt Enlightened the 
Eyes of my Underſtanding with the Knowledge of thy 
bleſſed Truth, and that thou haft Deitvered me from 
that Darkneſs and Tznaance, and thoſe Antichriſttan 
Errors wherein I have lived ſince my Child-hopd, and 
baft revealed the Saving Knowledge of thy Will unto 
#3, as it is Contained in thy bleſſed Word the holy Scip- 
tures : O flrzngthen my Heart in the Profeſſion of thy 
Truth, and Grant that I may never return back again 
1s Paiſh Idclatry and Superſtition, noy be under the 
Condutt of thoſe blind Guides any mote, whatever Suf- 
ferings and Trials 1 may .be table to, of may nndergo 
3 that Account, D 2 Theſe 
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Theſe Pious Breathings of her Soul, Antonio to 
his great Amazement heard, and knew not what 
ro Think, whether he ſhould Diſcoyer himſelf or 
Retire 3 but ar laft wickedly ſuppoſing the Fear 
ſhe would conceive, leaſt he ſhould Diſcoyer whar 
ſhe had uttered againſt the Romiſh Religion 3 or 
thar as he concluded ſhe was turned AHngonot (as 
they call Proteſtants _) might induce her to Comply 
with his Luſt, he preſented himfelf before her, 
rudely opening her Cloſet-door cer ſhe had time 
to riſe from her Knees. This continued [mpudence 
of his, much troubled her Spirits ; whereupon 
riſing haſtily ſhe forcibly” pulled co the Door, af- 


| ter ſhe had given him a Thruſt back, and Locked 


herſelf in; however it unhappily fell our, that in 
this Diſorder not taking that Care as at another 
rime ſhe would have done, that Paper which the 
Gardener had newly brought her, with her haſty 
ſhurcing the Door, dropt our of her Coat, and un- 
perceived by her, was ſhur our of the Cloſer, which 
Antonio took carefully up, and put in his Packer, 
telling her (though the Door was ſhut againſt 
him_) He had heard how ſhe Apoſtatized from her 
Religion, and how wickedly ſhe had ſpoken of the 
holy Roman-Catholich Church ; and what Miſchiefs 
he could do her, if he- ſhould Diſcover it; yer for 
the Love he bore her, ifſhe would yield to eaſe his 
Paſſion, it fhould be Buried in Erernal Oblivion - 
Bur if ſhe refufled, he had now gor an Opportunz- 
ty to Ruin her, 

The Pious Lady, (whoſe Fervent Pevorions this 
Wretch had Interrupted) Eridled,as'much as Hu- 
mane Frailty could do, her Paſſion; Commanding 


| him in-mild Terms to be gone, and nor Wound 


her 
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her chaſte Ears with his hated Diſcourſe : Againſt 
the Injury he Threarned ner,fhe truſted in God for 
Protection, who is a ftrong Tower, for che Safery 
of all thoſe that Fly unto him; and ſhe doubred 
not when ſhe had an Oppartunity to make her 
Lord Senfible of it, he would, through the Favour 
of Almighty God, concur with her in her Opinion. 

Antonio finding himſelf diſappointed in ts main 
Expectation, and throughly Nettled with this An- 
ſwer, particularly the Concluſion of it, went away 3 
Threatning and Muttcring to himſelf: And in the 
Anti-chamber met Fronouzus, who upon latter No- 
tice was haftening to him; ro whem he had told 
all that he had ſeen and heard. This made them 
Conſult to rake new Meaſures, and in Concluſion 
reſolved her Chaſtity, or Life ſhould be ſacrific'd 
to their Revenge. This was no ſooner Concluded 
on, but Antonzo remembred the Paper he had taken 
up, and taking it our of his Pocket, knew ir to be 
the Gardener's Hand, and at firſt ſuppoſing it to 
be a Love-Lecter that might diſcover the Intreague 
berween him and his Lady, was highly Pleaſed ; 
but he had ſcarce read 1t half over, cer he found 


ſuch weighry Arguments againſt the Church of 


Rome, Leyelled '» direaly againſt her Tottering 
Foundation, as not only puzzled his Underſiand- 
ing,burt made him Storm at a ſtrange rate : Where- 
upon Fronouis took it out of his Hand and read 
the reſt ; and in the Cloſe theſe Words, Viz. Vertu- 
ous Lady, theſe Arguments, Pro et Contra, 1 Submit 
to your great Wiſdom, being very Joyful in having un- 
der God, been a poor Inſtrument in. Enlightening your 
Underſtanding to diſcern Truth from Falſhocd. 

This left them no longer in Doubt who the Party 
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was that (as they termed ir) had Traduc d her to 
Apoſtatize and become a Heretick, and for this 
conſequently ro enjoy Favours ſhe denyed to them; 
whereupon they Vowed a bleody Revenge; but 
fearing that the Love Alanſor bore her, would not 
be Effac'd by the change of her Religion, eſpeci- 
ally when be ſhould came to underſtand their 
criminal. Paſſion for her, and Practices againſt her, 
They reſolved to make her Parents bear the Blame 
of that Stupendious Wickedneſs which they them- 
ſelves defign'd to be the Actors of : Fer they knew 
tiat her Parents were extraordinarily Bigotred to 
the Romiſh Church, and ſo were the likelieft to 
deal with in this matter : Whereupon Anton un- 
mediately poſted to them, and deſiring a private 
Conferetice with the Father and Mother after 
many Hypocritial ſhews of Sorrow for che Niſgrere 
that would befall rhe Family, he declared how his 
Lady (fince his Lord had been abſent_) had heen 
perverted from the Cathelick Religion by a Hago- 
not, a Heretick Gardener, a Fugitive Wretch, that 
had been taken in ſome Years ago, upon Charity: 
He urged what diſhonour it would be tc their Fa- 
mily, the Danger incurred by the King's Edi&s; 

and laſtly the loſs of her Sou], if ſhe was nor timely 

recovered and brought to whe right Fold from 

whence ſhe had Peryerſly Stray*:d. Then he be- 

gan to Magnify the Pious Care and Pains he hd 

raken ro keep her in the right Way, and to prevent 

her falling into ſuch an Unpardcnable Sin 3 bur 

that the Devil had been toe hard for his Induſtry 

and Labours, through God's high Sufferance, to 


bring ſome great Judgment on her for her Haugh- 


rineſs aud Contempr, (9c, 
| This 
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This being delivered in a Tone very moving and 
Paſtienate,ſeeming alrogerher in Pity to Deidamia 3 
made the Father Sigh, and the Old Lady burſt 
ont in Tears, wringing their Hands, and bewalling 
the Miſeries of their Aged Years, in this (as they 
then termed it_) worſt of Misfortnnes that could 
befall them 3 char the only Branch of their Family 
that ſhould Convey it to Poſterity, had made 
her ſelf a Cafi-a-way, for ſo in their Paſfjonate 
Mood they exprefs'd her to be. Antonio was glad 
ro ſce them:thus Wrovght ; and the Sterm: of their 
firſt Grief ſpending it ſelf, and being allayed by 
falling Tears, they began to conſult more Maturely 
how this Misfortune might be Reverſed; and after 
many : things were Debated, Antonio's Device of 
Lodging her in a Nunnery (where ſhe mighr be Re- 
rained from Heretich Books, as he ſaid, and the 
Company of any Seducers, and alſo be inſtructed 
by Vertuous Nunn, till her Lord came Home, and 
Derexmine what might further be done 1n 1t_) was 
approved. 

What was to be done with the Gardener was 
rhe next thing to be Conſulted, whether to make 
him away Secretly; or deliver him up to Juſtice ; 
the Prieſt was for the former, bur the Parenrs Con- 
ſciences was tender jn that, and could not conſent 
ro ſuch a Wickednefs 3 bur Antonio Alledged, that 
the whole Buſineſs would be made Publick 1t he 
were delivered up to Juſtice, and their Daugh- 
ter would be bronghr in as Criminal, and Perhaps 
for her Obſtinacy ker Lord might loſe his Honours, 
and Prefermenrs arCourt. This made them conf1- 
der further, and ar laſt lefr it to the wicked 'rieft, 


or thoſe he ſhould appoipt, to do, as he or chey 
| Pleaſed, 
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Pleaſed. They would have born him Company to 
AlanÞn's Houſe to fee what their Perſwafjous might 
do, but he Urged ir would only be a means to dif- 


* Cover the Matter; and that it would be rhe heſt 


for then1 to came and Moderate things when the 


Count came Home, of which he would give them 


the firſt Norice, ſince at preſent what was to be 
done required Secrecy ; that in the mean rime ſhe 
ſhould be Provided fgr as became her Quality ; and 
that ſuch a place as fie mentioned, with Time and 
Company, was rhe beſt Cure to joſtle thoſe wild 
Notions out of her Head : Upon which they only 
ſzpt her a Letrer, and reſulved not ro go them- 
feves. So Anronio returned well Satisfied ro his 
wicked Companion. ” 

Deidamia ( who was Tgvorant of this) miſſing her 
Paper, and nor douvting «hich way it went, taking 
more Care for Bernard the 3ardener than her ſelf, 


thought by it he would be Diſcover'd ; wherefore 


ſhe ſent for him, gave him a handful] of 3old, and 
Commanded him to ſhift for himſelf; reiling him 
what hed paſſed, and the Danger he was in. This 
command he ſeemed exceeding loth to Obey, and 
wich Tears jn his Eyes. proteſted, That for the 
ſake of his Religion, and in her Lefence againſt any 
Injury or Violence, he was willing to expoſe his 
Life : Bur ſhe urged ſo many rhings ro haſten h{s 
Peparrure, that he Promiſed to doit; and fo they 
(with ſheding many Tears) took a long Farewel 
ef each orher, ; 
Bernard was prepared to Depart, as Anteniv re- 
rurned with his Orders; whereupon Fronow7ug 
capped him up in rhe Dungeon, and that Nighr 
Tired two Ruffians to carry him ro the Sea-Clifrs, 
and 
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and throw him thenc= Head-long; and thither 
they carried him ina Sack ona Horſe, Gagged and 
Bound ; but finding a Veſſel thruſt into a Creek 
very near the Clifts, one of them (enquired and 
found ir belonging to a French Plantation in the 
Weſt-Indiesz whereupen they took the Method of 
Foſeph's Brethren with the Ihmaelites, ro make the 
beft Purchaſe of him, rather than Deſtroy him and 
loſe it 3 fo he thar came to Enquire, demanded of 
the Maſter If he wanted a Lufty Servant? He told 
him 7es; then he returned, and took the Gardener 
our of the Sack, Ungagged and Unbound him, and 
told him, That though he deſerved to Diec for per- 
verting his Lady to Herefie 3 yet they had Com- 
paſſion upon him, and would only ſend .him to do 
Penance as a Slave in the Weſt-Indtes, and bid him 
accept of it Thankfully and without Mutrtering 3 
and thereupon they delivered him to the Maſter 


of the Veſſe], of whom they received 12 Crowns. 


Afrer which they returned, and gave an Account 


' they had thrown him with a greac Stone abour his 
Neck from a fifty Foot Cliff into the Sea, and for | 


It received the Reward Promiſed them. Nor was 


Bernard unwilling to go with his unknown Mafter, | 


finding Providence had changed the Death that 
was deſigned him,only into a Slavery,from whence 
he might Hope in time to be Releas'd. Bur his Care 
was greater for Deidamia than himſelf, for he had 
been uſed ro Misforcunes, and innured to ſeveral 
Hardſhips. And her Grief was no leſs,\har ſhe found 
her ſelf Conſtrained (as ſhe ſuppoſed for his Safe- 
ty) ſo Abruptly to part with the Man that had 
been an Inſtrument in rhe filling her Heart ſo full 


of heayenly Conſoulationz and had not laid her 
Commands 
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give her ſecret Notice of his Abijding-place, (rhar 
ſhe might have had further Converſe with him, 
and been more Strengthened by him in the Pro- 
feſfion of that Truth he had inftruced her in,and 
which ſhe was reſolved to abide by) till ſhe found 
means to reſtore him to his Place again. 

Whilſt ſhe was Penfive on theſc Thoughts, An- 
ten70 having (as | before told you) gotten a Letter 
from her Parents to her, wherein they laid their 
Command on her till her Lord's return, as ſhe ten- 
dered the Favour of Almighty God, their Bleſſing, and 
her own Honour and Safety, to be Ruled and Guided 
m all things by ber Spiritual Paſtcr, (So, being igno- 
rant of his Villany,they termed this wicked Prieſt._) 
And whatever he perſwaded her to for th: God of her 
Soul, and Bodily Preſc: vation, readily to comply with 
it; to whoſe Care and Integrity, next to the Heavenly 


, [Prote&ion, they heavrily Recommended her tilt her Lord 


and Husband came Home : This was Signed by both 
of them. And Antonio having conſulted Fronouis 
abour it, they both came boldly ro her Aparcmenrt, 
when they knew ſhe was in Privare, and preſcnted 
it to her, Charging her ro Obey tt a« ſhe tendered her 


Safety: She No ſooner looked on it, bt ſhe asked 


them ſo many Queſtions, that by Antonio's Replies, 
ſhe was not inſenfible rhey had traduced her ro 
her Parents; and after ſome juſt Reproaches told 
them, It ſhould not be. long before ſhe would go and 
Plead her own Cauſe, and doubted not ſo to juttify her 
Proceedings to her Parents, that the black Villany of 
ber baſe and treacheroas Accuſers ſhould be unable to 
fully the brightneſs of . ber Innocence. This ar firſt 
ſtartled them 3 bur beivg reſolved to proceed in 

E TEIE 


 Rudenefs, crying out for help to the reſt of her 
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their wicked Defigns,they plainly told her, She was 
at their Diſpoſal, and that they had Crders to carry 
her to a Nunnery, where ſhe ſhould be Honourably Uſed, 
but debarred from the Deſtrufive Principles ſhe had 
lately Imbibed,till her,and their Lord returned, to take 
the matter into his. own Hands, and determined how 
be Pleaſed to Diſpoſe of ber. 

This inſufferable Impudence of theſe Luſtful 
Wretches, ſtirred up her Zeal ro ſo much holy 
Anger and Deteſtaticn of what they P ropoſed, that 
the 1n a great Paſſion proteſted ro Dye a thouſand 
Deaths, if it were Poſſible, and by the moſt exquiſite 
Torments their Heliiſh Malice could invent, rather than 
to be tnclofed within the Walls of a Nunnery, which 

ve Was Satisfied was no other than a Sink of Sin, and 
plauſible Colour for Lewadneſs and Debauchery, But 
they without Replying, offering ro force her from 
the Cloſet,ſhe oppoſed her Strength againſt rheir 


Servants; but Fronouizs who was the Steward and 
Governour of the Family,had fo ordered the matter, 
that thoſe rhat immediately Waired upon her,were 
then our of Hearing : Sv that whithour any other 
Interruprion than what her Contending gave them, 
they Hurryed her into a cloſe Chamber in the re- 
moteft part of the Houſe, where they Locked her 
in, and went to conſult further how they ſhould 
ſecretly convey her thence ; whilſt ſhe Cwho cx- 
peed afrer ſuch Treatment, norhing but a Vio- 
Jation of her Chaſiity, and would much rather 
Have embraced Death, and counred it a Favour ) 
«25 pouring out of her Suu] ro God,and imploring 
his Help in that needful rime of her Trouble, and 
&epping cf him to Strengthen her Faith, till on a 
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ſudden, to allay the Troubles and Afflitions of her 
Mind, ſuch beams of Joy and Comfort were _ar- 
red into her Soul, that ſhe aſſured her ſelf, That 
that merciful God, whoſe gracious Prote1ton ſhe had 
been ſeeking, would work out Deliverance for her in 
due Time, 

The Conſpirators by this time had come ro a 
Reſult to rid themſelves (as they thought) for 


ever from the Fear they were in of their Villanous © 


Practices being Diſcovered ; which was this. 

Fronovius, Counterfeited a Letter in Alanſon's 
Hand [0 very Exattly, that if himſelf had ſeen it, he 
might have been puzzled to diſtinguiſh it from his 
Own ; and havirg got two Ruffains ready, one Dreſſed 
in the Habit of an Officer, and the other like a Servant 
attending hin; Artonio and his Companion in Wich 
eaneſs wwri ty her wuh it, and falling on their Knees, 
7ih fom- forced Tears, humbly implored her Pardon 
for the Indizrities they had offered to her, beſeeching 
her to be their good Lady, n1twithſtanding their Follies , 
and they would never in the like Nature Offend, nor 
as any thins to Diſoblige her ; with many other Pr 
reftations ard much feigned Sorrow for their Rudeneſs 
and deſigns upon her Chaſtity, imploring her not to Dij= 
cover it to her Lord, 

Whilſt Deidamia was wondering what that ſud- 
den Alteration in thoſe who had lately ſo Rudely 
treated her, might mean, Fronours delivered her 
the Letrer, in which ſhe read theſe Words; 


My Dear DEIDAMIA, 
5 Hy I know that the News wich theſe Lines will 
acquaint you with, cannot be Acceptable to you, 
yet I Conjure you by cur Mutual 4ffefions, that you 
E 2 . ſuffer 
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ſeſſer mot your ſelf to be Diſturbed, but bear what 1 
fhall teit you with that P atience and Serenity of Mind 
which becomes you, as knowing it 1s our Duty in all 


things th.t happen to ws to ſubmit to the Divine Will, 
Kmnw then, my Lovely Deidamia, that in a late En» 
counter with a Party of the Enemies, I happened tobe 
Wourd:d 5y a Chance-ſhot, which my Chirurgeons tel 
me is Myrial 5 and fearing that it may be ſo, and 
De: fir ing above all things here below, to have a fight 
of y»ur Dear Self b-fore T depart out of the World, I 
þave [nt the Bearer, Monſ. Durell, one of my Cape 
tains, to Con4uCf you to me forthwith: Who 1s a Perſon 
ef that oth and Honour, that you may truſt your ſelf 
with him without the Trouble of any Attendants but 
what h> b:ings with him, becauſe I would have you 
come as ſpeedily as may be: Which 1s at Preſent all 
from him who is both in Life and Death, 
Your ever Faithful Husband 


Charleroy, 
Tuly 12th, 
I 693, 


D AL ANSON, 


At the Reading this ſhe Trembled, looked Pale, 
and ſhed abundance of Tears, being in the grea- 
teſt Viiorder and Contuſion imaginable, increacting 
inſtantly to ſee the Party thaz brought ir, promi- 
ſing (on the renewing their entreaties) nor to Diſ- 
cover their Wickedneſs, 1f by their Furure De- 
meanour they made an Attonement for what had 
pall:d; and they thereupon ſolemnly promifing 
It, led her down into the- Hall, where the preten- 
ded Captain and his Seryant Buwed very low to 
her ; and being before hand Inſtruted, anſwered 
all her Queitions ſo cunningly, that ſhe _ wn 
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lieved che Lerrer to come from her Lord, and that 
all he ſaid was rrue, defiring them to refreſh chem- 
ſelves whilft ſhe fitted herielf with other Apparel, 
and rook ſome Jewels, Gold, gyc, along with her 3 
which done, andbecing avout four in the Evening, 
the Innocent Dove committed herſelf into the 
Tallons of thcſe bloody Vultures, meunting behind 
the ſuppoſed Caprain, who had his Inſtructions 
nor to let her ſee the next Morning Dawn. Antonio 
and Fronovi:z pretended much Sorrow at her De- 
parture, but inwardjy Rejozced, that by this Stra- 
ragem rhey ſhould ger her eaſily into the Trap 
without Neiſe or Diſturbance 3 which had they 
gone 2b0ut tro do by Force, her Crys might 
have drought Reſcue, and prevented their Villa- 
nous Purpoſe : The curſed Prieft indeed would 
have firſt had her Raviſhed by himſelf and his 
Companion, and rhen Murthered at Home, but the 
other confidering that it would be Difficult to Diſl- 
poſe of the Dead Body, contrived this way. But 
1 muf} leave them for ſome time, hugging them- 
ſelves in their Security, and follow the Deceived 
Innocent. 

The bloody Cur-rhroats, having got the Prize 
by her too much Creduliry, into their Poſſeflion, 
rook all the by-Wayes they cou!d, croffing the 
Countrey and holding her in Diſcourſe with many 
things relarirg to the War; and ſo ſpun out the 
time till the Sun was near ſetring, when coming 
into @ Valley berween two vaſt Woods, in a place 
much Unfrequenred, they Rode into one of them 


ar a turning of a narrow Way, where the ſuppoſed: 


Caprain ſtopped, and rhe-Ruffain thar Rode ſingle 
Uighted, and ſurprizingly pulied Deidaria from 
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behind him, who art ſo unexpected a Rndeneſs 
Trembled, and began to ſuſpe& the Treachery ; 


nor was the other ſlow in Diſmounting, when both 
together rhey carried her into the Wood upon 
this wirh pireous Shrieks and Cries, ſhe Demanded 
the Cauſe of ſuch Violence; but without Replying, 
the Villain who had carricd her,drawing his Sword, 
DireQed ir for the fatal Thruſt, defigning inſtant- 
ly to pierce her Heart 3 whilft on her Knees ſhe 
Was imploring their Pity and Compaſſion, and intrea- 
ting to bnow in what ſhe had Offended, to make them 
ſo void of Humanity towards a diſtreſſed Lady, whom 
they had betrayed into that Solitary Place; being Con- 
winced that her Lord had given no ſuch Commands: 
No, (replyed they) that's trae, nor do we know him ; 
dut Antonio and Fronovius have, and we muff Obey 
them; beſides, you are an Herertick, and ought nat ts 
Ive. 

Deidamia now finding ſhe was betrayed by her 
wicked Servants into the Hands of theſe mercileſs 
Villains; and ſeeing norhing but preſent Death 
before her Eyes, ſhe poured our her Soul ro God 
in Vehement Petirions for Favour from his Hands, 
and that if he ſaw fir ſhe ſhould live no Joager 
here, thar he would receive her into Life Eternal, 
and thar rather (if jr were required) ſhe might 
Seal her Profeſſin: of the Reformed Religion, in 
twihich ſhe had faund ſo much heavenly Conſola- 
tion, wich her deareſt Blood, chan be prevai'd 
with: to Recatit ir- But thou, 0 Lord, (ſaid ſhe) who 
Delicerdf Daniel from the Fury of the Lyons, and the 
Fhree Children from dewouring Flames, canft, rf thou 
w:lt, im this great Extremity, deliver me from theſe 
Biead-inirfty Men, whom 1 have in no manner new 
«NEAR «, 
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red : But be it as thou pleaſeſt, ſa that my departing 
Soul, when it leaves this Mortal Body, may find Shelter 
iz the Arms of thy Mercy. The Villains, who all this 
while had eyed her, and ſaw her Lovely in her 
Tears, Troubled rhemſelves nor abour her Religi- 
on, for their buſineſs was ro Murther her ; and 
therefore the pretended Captain ſaid, Lady our 
ttme is (bort, this inflant you muſt Die, therefore ſettle 
your Mind for the fatal Stroke : To this ſhe made no 
Reply, bur continuing on her Knees, with Eyes 
up-lifred ro Heaven,Sighs and Tears being the Lan- 
guage of her Soul, his impious Hand was about to 
give the fatal Thruſt ; bur the other, catched hold 
of his Arm, and ſtopt his Sword ; and after that, 
they Whiſpered ; but ſhe knew not what they 
ſajd, jill rheir Further Attemprs revealed it. 
They had no ſooner done conferring Nores, but 
they Violently forced her on her Eack, and pre- 
pared to Raviſh her firſt, and then pur her to 
Death ; her Cries upon this were redoubled, and 
ſhe begged Death rather than the loſs of her Chaſti- 
ty, opening her Boſom, and tempting rheir Swords 
to Pierce it. Bur her Beauty in this ſorrowful Con- 
dition, was ſo Charming in their Luſtful Eyes, thae 
rhey were inexerable to her Crys, and Prayers. O 
had Alunſon been bur there, with what Vengeance 
ar this pireons Sight would his Sword have been 
drawn to their Deſtrution and her Reſcue! Bur 
he being Ignorant of che Wounds his dear Lady 
was abour to receive, Heaven interpoſed, for her 
Reſcue : For the Villains fell at Diſcord who ſhould 
firſt enjoy her 3 and the Conteſt grew ſo hor, that 
they diſputed it with their Swords,and in rhe Duel 


the pretended Captain (moſt forward in the Miſ- 
chief) 
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chief)was ran through rhe Body,and with a ghaſtly 
Groan yielded up his wicked Soul into the hands 
of Death. The other being ſorely Wounded, and 
Fainting through loſs of Blood, gave Deidamia 
time ro fly further into the Woods, wandering ſo 
far,that Night covering every thing with Darkneſs, 
ſhe thought ſhe mighr now reſt a little ro recover 
Breath; and ſo fate down upon che Ground : Tho 
the Danger: ſhe had ſo lately eſcaped from wicked 
Men, :and thoſe chat ſhe now. feared from wild 
Beaſts, would not a long time ſuffer her to cloſe 
her Eyesz however ſhe ceaſed not with earneſt 
Prayer and Supplication to recommend herſelf to 
God, and implore his Atd and Protetion; who 
by the late wonderful Deliverance he had given 
her, had ſufficiently ſhown her how able he 15 to 
fave to the uttermoſt, even in the midſt of the 
greateſt Dangers. The confideration whereof, was a 
mighty Allay to her preſent Sorrows in the. midſt 
of that Forlorn Cendition to which ſhe was redu- 
ced; fo that a little Supported thereby, ſhe fell, 
at laſt, into a ſound Sleep,having no other Pillow 
bur a Turff of Graſs,nor Covering than the Canopy 
of Heaven. The Morning being come, Deidamia 
again rerur'd Thanks to God, both for her late 
Deliverance, and her laſt Nights Preſervation 
earneſtly begging of him, Thar as he had Gract- 
ouſly begun to Deliver her, ſo that he would in 
his own Good time compleat ir, to his own Glory 
and her Good ; and, that tho' at prefent her Af- 
flicions were not Joyons but Grievous, yer, that 
through God's over-Ruling Providence,they might 
afrerwards bring forth for her the peaceable Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs 3 Humbly defiring ſhe mT be 
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kepr from entertaining hard Thoughrs of God, or 
of his Truth and Wayes which ſhe had ſo lately 
Embraced, notwithſtanding any Sufferings ſhe had 


* or might meet withall upon that Account. And 


having thus Recommended herſelf ro God, fhe Re-: 
ſolved, if ir were poſſible, to get our of thar De- 
ſolare, Parhleſfs, and Solitary Place : Burt rhe more 
ſhe rhought ro Extricare herſelf,che more ſhe found 
herſelf Entangled ; and without hepes cf getting 
out. The Fruirs that at that time of the Year grew 
upon the Trees, ſupply'd her with Food 3 and the 
lictle purling Streams that ifſued from ſome 
Springs in the Wood, ſaupply'd her with Drink : 
So that finding it impoſſible ro get away, ſhe was 
Content to tarry there till the Providence of God 
ſhould find out ſome way of Dcliverance for her ; 
being Sarisfied in this, That the Comforts of Con- 
verſation, and other Conveniences rhat ſhe us'd to 
have, were abundantly made up in the Commu- 
nion ſhe enjoy*d with God, whoſe bleſſed Preſence 
(as ſhe has fince Confeſs'd,) did more than Recom- 
pence for all her outward Wants,— In the Pofle(- 
ſion of which Happineſs we will leave her for a 
time, and look back to ſee what became of the 
Surviving Rufhan. 

His Companion (as we have already heard) was 
kill'd in their Conteſt about which ſhould Enjoy 
(or rather Raviſh) Deidamia firſt; and he thar Sur- 
viv'd, Fainted away through loſs of Blood, which 
(as we have already Related) made way for Dei- 
damia's Eſcape : But he recovering in ſome little 
ime, found means ro ſtop it's Effufion 3 and then 
mifling of Deidamia, he made what Search he 
could for her, not ſo much to ſatisfy his Luſt, 
(which 
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C which his loſs of Blood had pretty muchallay'd_) 
as to take away her Life, that in tinie co come ſhe 
mighr not be an Evidence of his Wickedrneſs ; bur 
not finding her after all his Search, he Euricd his 
Companion, and returned to thoſe that had ſet 
him co Work telling them, Thar Deidamia, when 
ſhe found ſhe muſt Die, by a Suprize had ſnatch'd 
away his Companion's Sword, and Slain him with it 


by an unlook'd-for Thruft : But that himſelf had quickly 


Reveng'd it by her own Death,and had buried them both 
ina deep Pit ty avoid Diſcovery. This theybelicved, 
and gave him what they had Yromiſed ; being 
mightily Pteaſed that now they were (as they 
thonghr ar leaſt_) our of all Danger. 

Whilſt theſe Things were thus Ated, Deidama's 
Parents became exceedingly Troubled, even to 
thar Degree, that their Sicep depaired from them 
and thoſe little Slumbers thac they ſometimes 2 or, 
were interrupted with ſtrange and unaccounta”ic 
Dreams; which was alio arcended withan uruſual 
Melancholly,of which ev could give no Account. 
This made 'em reſolve to enquire afrer De idamia, 
ef whom titey heard norhing,fince the Permitſion 
they gave to 4ntorts to carry her to a Nrrrery, 

But Fronouius and 4mcnio had heen fo Cunning 
ro prevent their Diſcovery of the Villainy, that tor 
a Sum of Money they engaged a certain Abbeſs 
of Antonio's Acquainrance, to acknowledge (when 
there ſhou!d be Occaſion ) that. Deidamia had been 
brought chicher, bur that ſhe had made her Eſcape 
from thence, ſo that ſhe knew not what was become 
of her, nor could give any Account of the Reaſon 
of ir, but only by a Note that ſhe had: lefr behind 
her in her Chamber z which Note Fronoutz#z( who as 
we 
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we have already faid, had a Notable Faculty at 
Counterfciting of Hands_) had Wrir in a Hand fo 
like Deidamia's, that it could not be diſtinguiſhed. 
They had alſo given the Abbeſs a Ladder of Ropes, 
by which it was pretznded ſhe had made her Eſ- 
cape, Fronovits and Antonio having ſo well aid 
their Deſign with the Abbeſs, kept policiTion of 
Alanſon's Houle withour Fear or Controul. And 
therefore when Deidamia's Parents came thither 
ro enquire afrer cheir Paughrer,they rece:u'd them 
with much ſeeming Courteſte and Kindnets 3 and 
Fronovius told them, That thy it had Unhappily fallen 
out that their Lady had been Perverted to Herefre ſince 
the Departure of the Count her Husband, yet Fe had 
taben that Care of the Family in his Lord's abſence 
which was conſiftent with his Baty; and that as to 
his Lady, the Orders they had been pleas'd to give to 
Anconio to {end her to a Nunnery had been punFu- 
ally Obſerv'd; and he hop'd by that means, againjt 
the coming Home of their Lord. ſhe might be again re- 
conctled unt) the Mother-Church, out of which there 1s 
19 Salvation, Tho* this Diſcourſe of Fronovits was 
very Plauſible, yer the Parents of Deidamia were 
not at all Satisfied with it, but defired to ſee and 
Diſcourſe with her in the Nunnery where ſhe was, 
which Fronovius ſeemed ready to affent ro, and 
with Antenio offered their Service ro accompany 
them rhither, retling rhem they had given (lo ftrit 
a Charge to the Abbeſs to prevent any Heretichs 
from coming to her, that none might be admir- 
ted ro ſpeak witn her, but themſelyes, or by their 
immediate Order. 

The Parents being for the preſent Satisfied with 
this Anfwer, lay there that Night, big with the 
hopes 
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Hopes they had of ſeeing their Daughter the next 
Day : Which being come, they went with Antonio 
_ and Fronavius to the Numery 3 but were extream- 
Iy Surprized when they came thirher, ro hear the 
Abbcis ſay, That the young Lady had been roo 
hard for her; and notwithſtanding a!l her Care 
and Diligence, had found a way to make her Ef- 
cape bur the Day before; and then led chem into 
the Garden, ſhewing them the Ladder of Ropes 
by which ſhe got over the Wall; and then having 
them into a Room which fhe called her, Chamber, 
gave them the Note which Fronouius leit with her, 
asking her Parents if they knew that Hand ; they 
haftily Opened it, and thought verily it had been 
of Deidamia's Writing : And then Reading it,found 
it to Contain theſe Words: 


34 Aving been forced to this Place againft my Mind 
a1 Conſcience, let none be troubled that I bave 
found a Means to ſet my ſelf at Liberty : And ah gone 
to Him who no doubt will Right me of the Injury done 
me by my Treacherous Servants. 
Detdamia. 

Her Parents upon reading this Letter, and be- 
lieving it to be True, burſt forth into Tears.for 
the Loſs of their Daughter; not knowing now -1n 
whar part of the Ceuntry to (eek for her: The 
only Hopes they had was, that ſhe was.gone 1nto 
Flanders to her Husband, to which Opinion Fr9- 
novirs and Antonto both perſwaded them, from 
that Expreſſion in the Note, | Tam gone 10 him that 
will Right my Injuries. ] Upon which, giving Fro- 
novivs a Charge to be a Faithful Steward 1n his 


Lord's Abſence, they returned to their own Houle, 
where 
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where they Writ the following Letter to the Count 
and ſent ir by 'an Expreſs to Flanders. 
' To the Count D' 4lan{on, Call. 
of the Regiment of PFzcardy. 
Deareſt SON, 


| T #4 not without Unexpreſſible Grief that we Write 
theſe Lines, which brings you the ſad Tidings of 
the greateſt 4ffiion that ever befſell you , and which, 
without the Divine Aid, you will find it very hard to 
bear 3 but I hope Heaven will Support you under tt 5 
it 7s in Brief, the Loſs of Deidamia ;, I do not mean 
by Death, for had Heaven Ordain'd it ſo, that would 
bave been far more Eligible : But, alas { She 1s. Loſt 
both to herſelf and all of us ; She is (ſince your De- 
parture ) Perverted ts Hereſje,ard turned an obftinate 
Hugonotz which whilft we endeavoured to Reclaim 
ber from, by Conſenting C up:n the Advice of your 
Chaplain, Father Antonio_) that ſhe ſhould be put 
ints a Nunnery, (be is eſcaped from thence no one knows 
whither ; the Thoughts whereof has filled the Hearts 
of my ſelf and Wife with ſuch Unexpreſſibte Grief and 
Sorrow as has rendered us altogether Unconſolable. Our 
on!y remaining Hope is.that ſhe may be gone toyon; and 
that if you have not already, you may yet Hear of her 
na few Days 3 for ſhe left behind her in ber Chamber, 
at the Nunnery of Sr. Bridget's ( whither Fronovius 
and Antonio condufed her_) the following Note. 


i Aving been forced to this Place againft my 
Mind and Conſcience, ler none be troubled 
that I have found a means to ſer my elf at Li- 
berty : And am gone to him who no doudt will 
Right me of the Injury done me by my Treache- 
tous Servants. . Deidamra, 
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It is this Note alone that gives us ground to Hope 
that you may ſee her again ;, and 1 Pray God it may 
Fall out accordingly. And: whenever this loft Sheep | yy, 
ſhall be found again, I doubt net but you will lay her yy 
in your Boſom, according to the Example of our great ſho 
Shepherd; and by your wonted Love an Tenderneſs 
towards her, endeavour to reftore her again to the true j; 
Fold and Church of Chriſt ; to whoje holy PrateGiuf p, 
T cemmit you, and ſo Farewel. ES 
"]. MONTAIGN, 
The Count Alanſon was ſo tranſported with 
Grief at-the reading of this Lecter, thac for ſomeſ;e; 
.time-he remained Speechleſs : His trouble was rocff re; 
gear to Vent ir ſelf in Words; ſtill Waters being] 44 
always the Deepeſt : Bur ſoon after his Sorrow gn 
gave it ſelf Vent in the moſt paſſionate and feeling] 56 
"Complaints: And then calling for a Pen and Inkl the 
He Writ the following Letter ro his Father. mM 


Alanſon to the Sieur Montaign. Frer 


SIR | 

T Received your Letter,the contents wheredf has brought 
AY. that Grief and Sorrow to my Heart, that will cn- 
tinue there for ever, unleſs the Sight of my Dearef 
Deidamia removes it : Her being tarn'd Hugonor 3s ni 
that which gives me muchTrouble, it rather makes mt 
Think there is ſomething of Good in thoſe Opinions ,or ell 
fo much Goodneſs and Vertue as that of Deidamia', 
could never have embr...*d 'em. Had you but let het 
Alone in my Houſe I had been Happy ftill ; bat your 
endeavouring to reclaim her, has been the Ruine of [an 
@®3th: I am ſoTranſported with Grief and Anger, thilf 4s 
. T know not what to Write, nor would IWrite at all « 

but .come away immediately, were it not for the HopeiÞSol 
you 


a 


) Hope 
it may 
Sheep 
1y her 
r great 
ternefs 
be true 


tedtim 


[ GN, 
| with 

ſome 
AS LOG 
being 
Orrow 
feeling 
1d Ink, 


1ghe 


brought 
pttl con- 
Dearef 
Je 3s nit 
thes mt 
s,or ell 
lamia's, 
let -her 
bat your 
ne of 
er, tha 
at all, 

e Hopes 
You 


The French Convert, sr 
you give me from the Note found in the Chamber of 
my Deareſt Deidargia, that ſhe was gone to Him that 
would ſoon Right her Injuries, and that can be none” 
but my Self : And might T but Recover her again, ſhe 
ſhould not be miſtaken in her Thoughts, *Tis in Hope 
of her Coming that T am Content to flay here a little 
longer : For "tis Deidamia alone can make me Happys- 
Farewell. 


ALANSON. 


The Meſſenger being return'd with Alanſen's Lets 
ter, it adminifired freſh Grief to Deidamia's Pa- 
rents . For they thereby found that by their too 
eaſily yielding ro Antonio's Deſigns, rhey had nor 
only loft their Daughrer, bur the AtfeRions of cheir 
Son 11-i.aw. In chis ſad Stare we will now leave 
them, and make Deidamia a Viſic 11 her ſorcow- 
nw] Solitude. | | | 

D-:dana heing In that lonely Place, each Day 
removed her Fabiration, until art laſt ſhe found a 
Cave, whici covered her from the Injuries of the 
Weather, and was'a quier Refting place to her in 
the Night-icaſon, for by ſhutting up the Mouth of 
the. Cave ſhe fecur'd herſelf from all Danger ; 
which ſhe look'd 'upen, and think'd God for, as a 
grear Mercy : And Living upon the Fruits char 
grew in the Wood, (as I ſaid befare) ſhe ſpenc 
her time wholly in Prayer and Meditation; and 
tho' her Dier and Lodging was extreamly changed, 
jer-her Health was both continued and encreaſed, 
and ſhe found that Promiſe made good to her; 
4s thy Day is, ſo (hall thy Strength be, 

She had now Lived almoſt four Months in this . 
Solitude, and the Winter approaching, began to 
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inake the Woods uncemfortable;z and the Cold 
extreamly Bipping : So that Deidamia was forced 
ofcen re.walk apace to pert her a-heat. | One day 
as the h:d walked farther than Ordinary, ſhe dif- 
covered ſome kind of an Obſcure Path ſhe had nor 
ſeen. befcre, and tho* ſhe knew no: whither 1t 
would. lead her, ſhe was reſolved to follow the 
Track: She travelled ſo far that Day, char it was 
in Vain for. her to think of retreating ro her be-' 
loved Cave, where ſhe had lain ſo many Nights; 
and therefore making the beſt Shifc thar the could, 
the ſac down upon the Ground, and Recommend- 
ing herſeif ro the Almighty's ProteRion, compos'd 
her{clf io Reft ; the next Morning ſhe aroſe as ſoon 
as it was Light, and travelling forward, perceived 
her Patlhr ro be like that of che Fu?t, which the 
Wiſe man tells us, Shines more and more unto the per- 
fef# Day: And ſhe was encouraged to go on, be- 
cauſe ſhe Fancied ſhe heard the Barking of Dogs; 
and afcer travelling a little further, ſhe. was well 
afured jr was a real Thing, and not a Fancy only ; 
and therefore ſhe purſu'd her Journey the more 
eagerly. The Sun had not come to its Meridian, 
when ſhe heard an unuſual Ruſhing amongſt the 
Dufhes, and ſi2nding ſtill ro know what it, might 
mean, {he perceived a Grave Old Man. with two 
Pzs following him, come from among the Trees. 
Titey were both alike Surpriz'd ar the Enterview 3 
for the Old Man having never ſeen any Humane 
Creature in thar Place before, could not bur be 
amaz'd to ſeea Woman coming from the midft of 
the Wood; and therefore addrefſing himſelf ro her, 
he enquired by what Misforrune ſhe came thicher? 


Intreating her not to be Afraid, for ſhe ſhould re- 
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ccive no Harm from him : Deidamia upon this 
looking Earneſtly upon him, and perceiving his 
Carriage. and Demeanour to be what became the. 
Gravity, of his Years, fhe told him, She was indeed® 
ma wild ” Lice, and knew not the Way out again. To 
this che Oid Man Replyed, If ſhe would go with him 


to his homely Cuttage, his Wife would Condu# her out 
if the Wood. Deidamia preſently accepred of his 
Kindneſs and went with him. And after they had . 
gone about the ſpace of a Nile, they came to his 
Houſe 3 where the good Old Woman: (who was 
lomgwhar Surprized to ſee her Husband bring a . 
Stranger along with him) roſe up and received her 
very Courteoulſly, defiring her to fir down, ard. 
refreſh herſelf wich ſuch homely Fare as their 
Corage aforded: Which ſhe did ; and then asking 
her farcher how ſhe came into that Place, Dezaa- 
mia defired they would ash her no Nueſtions, for the 
repetition of her Sorrows would but renew her Grief - 


only thus much ſhe would let 'em know, thas ber being. 
there Alive was the Effet of God*s Providence in de- 
lwering ber from Wicked and Blood-thirfly men that 
ſught to take away her Life, Upon which, percei-- 
ring her full of Grief, they ask*d her no more. 
Weſtions, bur finding her very Weary, they led 
her.inro a homely but clean Apartment,to repoſe 
herſelf upon the Beds Deidamis was. mighty 
thoughtful what this Aged Couple might be; and. 
wherher or no, .for her Apparels ſake, and that 
Gold and thoſe Jewels ſhe had about her, ſhe might. 
not fall into as great a Danger as thac ſhe had for- 
merly efcap*d, and the* ſhe was at firft glad of. 
their Company, ſhe could almoſt have wiſhed her- 
ſelf in her Beloyed Cave again. But her Fears: 

| F5 Were. 
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64 The French-Convert, 
Were quickly over, when by a French Bible and o- 
ther good Books, ſhe fonnd in her Room, and 
oy the hearty Prayers of the good Old Man art 

ighr, ſhe perceiv©d they were Hugonots, who had 


fled into thar ſolicary Rerirement for the ſake' of 
their Religion : This made her be much more free 


with them, blefling God for his Providence in 


*bringing her thither, and reſolving to continue 
there, ri]! ſhe could meer with an Opportunity to 
return home 1nto the Arms of her Deareſt Alanſon; 
And the Old Couple having underſtood her Hifto- 
ry more fully, by their Pity and: Commiſeration 
made her Abode with them more cafie .* And the 
Communion ſhe had with them in the things of 
another World, weaned her from this in a great 
Meaſure. So that here ſhe took up her Abode, 
and continued with them not only that Winter, 
but the Year following, until ſhe was found out by 
her Beloved Alanſon, to whom it is time that we 
Bow Return. 

The Count Alanſon having carried at the Camp 
a whole Wonrh after the receiving of his Father- 
in-Lawss Lerter, in expectation of ſeeing his dear- 
eſt Deidamia; began now to be imparient of rar - 
Tying any longer; and indeed, during all that 
rime,he was fo much chang*d in his Carriage, Hu- 
mour;, aad Converſation, rhar all thoſe with whom 
he us'd ro Converſe in rhe Camp, took Norice of 
it, he having abandon*'d himſelf r@ an exrream 
Melancholly; and therefore defiring of the King 
to 29 Home, both for the Recovery of his Kealrh, 
and for rhe ſettling ſome Aﬀairs in his Family, he 
{con ovtiin'd Ir, and ſoon after (tho* with a heavy 
Heart) arizv'd there oe Where his firſt Buſineſs was 
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to enquire after Deidamia, bur none of the Ser- 
yants could give any Account of her bur Fronours 
and Antonio, who gave him the ſame Acceunt thar 
had -been ſent him by his Farher-in-Law .* To 
which he Sternly asked thetn, How they darft diſpoſe 
of their Lady and Miſtreſs, contrary to her Will, with- 


out bis Conſent or Knowledge ? Telling chew, He 


feared by the Note ſhe bad Written, ir was their Trea- 


chery 'that was the- occaſion of her Loſs; which if he 
could but beConfirmed in, he would take Care they ſhould. 


receive a Puniſhment ſuitable to the greatneſs of thetr 
Crimes. At which From; and Antonio began to 
Tremble, and make the beſt excuſes for themſelves 
they could ; Alledging the Conſent of her Parents 
for: whar they did: Burt that did not ar all Sarisfie 
Alanſon, who ſoon diſcharg*d them from'his Ser- 
vice;and reſolv4d to Travel ittSearch of Deidamta, 
tho* he knew nor which 'way to bend his Courſe .” 
But afrer many a tedious Journey, enquiring 
amongſt thoſe who were Favourers of the Hugonors, 
he yet could hear no Tidings of her. So. thar full 
of Grief and Sorrow, he led a retir*d and'Melan- 
cholly Life in his own Houſe, abſenting himſelf 
from all Company, and Mourning like a' Zurzle that 
had loft his Marte, rtho® his Friends by. all means 
poſſible endeavoured ro Commforr him:;z' perſwa- 
ding him to ſurceaſe his: Grief; for that it was 
Probable ,Deidamia by fome* Misforrune 'or other 
was Dead ; and therefore they advis*d him to think 
of a ſecond Marrjage,as that which would reſtore 
his former Gayety, and make him forget Deida- 
mia. But the more they endeavour'd to perſwade 
him, the more he was reſolved'to the Contrary 5 
and therefore to ayoid their contivued Imporcu- 
niries, 
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nities, he fixt his Reſolution once more to. Travel 


In Queſt of herz. which accordingly he did, but: 


withour Succeſs *. And therefore he reſolved to 


return again ro his own Houſe, and .cthere ſpend. 
_ the remainder of his Dayes in Solicude. | 

But as. he was returning Home, in his way he 
met with a. Vaſt Goncourſe of People, and Deman-, 
ding the. Occaſion of jr, he was. rold a- Criminal. 


was 4 going to be broken on. the Wheel, for. 4 
Murther he had Committed ; upon which Curio- 


fity led him to ſee the Execution. . And getting, 
pretty neaf, the MalefaRor caſt his Eyes upon him; 


and ſtraight knew him to be Alan/ox the Husband 


' of Deidamia; and being ſmitten with Remorie of 
Conſcience, he heckoned 4lanſon ro come near,and- 


humbly begged his Pardon for the Wrong he had 


done him. At. this Alanſen both Starred and fell a 


Tembling, fearing ir was for her Myrder the.Cri- 
minal was to Die: But coming nearer,-the Male- 
factor asked him, If be had beard any News of. his 
Lady ? And then with Tears Confeſſed Thar, bimſelf 
and anether had heen Hired ts Murther ber, 19 which 
end they carried her into a Wood,(which he named to 
him) but by a miraculous Providence {be eſcaped out 
of their Hands ;, That afterwards he had reported to 
thoſe that. ſet him to Work, that he had a ually Muz- 
thered her ; For which be received the Reward; but 
which way ſhe Eſcaped,he krew not ; And that this was 
about twy Years ſince, The Count; urged him. to tell 
the Names of thoſe that had ſa flired him ; but 
he ſaid, He had Sworn upon tbe holy Sacrament of the 
Altay never to Diſcloſe 'em ;, and that be feared Dam- 
nation if he ſhould : Only, (faid he) this I may ſay 
without breaking my Oath, They were zwo Perſe in 
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whom you have put a great deal of Confidence. And 
then ſolemnly Arreſted, That what he had [aid was 
the Truth. And foon afrer was Execated. - 
This Dying Crimina!'s Confeſſion. confirm'd' 4- 
lanfon that: Deidamia had been Treacherouſly car= 
ried thither, either from his Houſe or the Nunnery 5 
and he no longer Doubted that Fronovius and An- 
tonjo were the Perſons that had Hired Villians to 
Murther her ; and therefore tho' they were re- 
moved from his Service ſome time ago,yet he was 
reſolved to purſue them, in order to bring them 
to Juſtice : Bur firſt he intended to make a freſh 
ſearch after Deidamia, the Criminal having given 


therefore he thought (if ſhe were ſtill Alive) ſhe 
might be ſomewhere in the Viciniry of thar Wood: 


vaſt a thing it was, he perceived it would be a Diffi- 
cult rhing to find her, even tho' ſhe was there. 


in his Mind, that he ſhou!d not loſe his Labour. 
Whereupon alighting, and giving his Horſe to his 


Servant, (who had attended him in all his Melan- 
cholly Travails) and charged him to attend there 
nll he came back, he went into the Wood alone, 
and found himſelf entangled amongſt Thickers, 
Eriars, and Euſhes, yer ſtill he went on, ſearching 
every Cave and Solitary Place, often calling our, 
Deidamia / till Darkneſs coming on, made- him 
think of Returning to his Man 3 but he found he 
was gone toa far to Retreat back in time,and there- 
fore reſolved to go forward : and being no doubt 
guided by Providence, he happened upon Tonk 
aye 


| of wh | is 


him account. where ſhe eſcaped from them; .and 


Towards that therefore he bended his Courſe, and 
being arrived within fight thereof, and ſeeing how. 


Yer at his entering in, he conceived ſome Hopes 
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Cave where Deidamiz had ſo ofren bewailed his 
Abſence and Mourned her own Solitary State; 
and there he reſted his weary and tired Body for 
that Night,reſ@lving to purſue his Search the next 
Morning ; which being come, juſt as he was ge- 
ing out of the Cave, he perceived ſomething ſpar- 
kle very Brightly on the Ground, which he ſtoo- 
ped and took up, and looking on ir in the open 
Ltghr, he found it to be a Locket of Diamonds, 
which he had formerly given Deidamia; and ſhe 
unwittingly had dropt there. The finding of this, 
fill'd him with ſome Tranſports of Joy, as look- 


Ing upon it as an Earneſt of his good Succeis in, 
finding the Owner .- Thereupon he often repea-, 


ted her Name very loud, but cauld receive no 
Anſwer bur by ſome brokety Eccha's. And there- 
fore going '6n, he knew nor whither, bur being 
direfted by the ſame Providence that -had be- 
fore Conduted him ro the _ Cave, when he had 
wandered ſo iar, that he was almoſt hopeleſs, he 
was ſaddenly ſet upon by two Whifftng Curs, 
which, upon offcring to draw his Sword,'ran away 
Barking from him 3 which he purſuing, came 1n a 
Jrtle time to a Path, where he might diſcern the 
Foor-ſteps of Human Creatures, which very mych 
revimed his Hopes, and encouraged Rim {till tro go 
on 3 he had not gone far before he diicerned ſmoak 
to iflue from a ſmall Cottage 3 to which; at he ap- 
proached pretty near, he was again Saluted by the 
furious Barking of thoſe Dogs whom he had before 


— purſued. . This was the Cotrage where Deidama 


reſided, who upon the Barking of the Dogs, look- 
ing out to ſee what was the Matter, eſpied Alanſon 


coming towards her, and (the he Idea of his I- 


mage 
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mage being continually in her Breaſt _)fhe no ſooner 
Saw, but Knew him, and running into his Arms 
in an Exceſs of Joy, was .only able to Cry-our, 
Ah ! my Deas Lord, Alanſon ! Bur exceſs, of Joy 
| proves ſometimes Fatal, and ir had like ro have 
q done ſo ro Deidamia,for She immediately Swooned 
away inhis Arms; The Dogs ſtill continued their 
Parking, which alſo cauſed rhe good Old Wo- 
man of the Cottage to {ce what the Cauſe was, and 
was extreamly Surprized to fee a gentile Stranger 
there, and Deidama Fiinting in his Arms 3 hows 
ever ſhe made what haſte ſhe could ro endeavour 
her Recovery,defiring Alanſon to bring her into the 
Houſe, which he immediately &:4, teliing the good 
Woman that he was Dejan 5 Husband 3 which 
ſhe Chbeing very well acquainted with Deidamia's 
Story ) was very glad to hear, Ic was a confider- 
able rime before Deid.umia could be brought io her 
Self, which ſo much affth&ed the Count, thar he 
was almoſt ready to Faint away himſelf. Bur his 
Lady being agaiu recovered, Alanſon with a thou- 
ſand Kifſes and endearing Expreflions aflured her 
of the Truth, Reality, and Conftancy of his AﬀeRti- 
ons rowards her 3 whilſt ſhe on the other Hand, 
ſeemed to be rhe moſt Satisfied Creature ig the 
World,in that ſhe had once more ſeen her deareſt 
Lord Alanſon; Defiring him not ts be troubled 
at her Fainting away, ſince it was only occaſioned 
by the exceſs of that Joy ſhe conceived in ſeeing 
him again.; and that Death ic ſelf would have been 
eafie ro her upon ſo happy an Occafion,and eſpe- 

cially Dying in his Arms. | 
Whilſt in this manner they were expreſſing the 
Ardency of their AﬀeRions ro each orher,the good 
Man 
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Man of the Houſe came Home; and being told by 
- His Wife that Deidamia*s' Hushand was there, he 
was over-joyed; and courteoufly Salured 4lanſon, 
teliirg him 77e was ſure he was a Wellcome Man there 
?0 chem all, but efpecially ro D:idamia, who had 
long mourned his Abfence. 4/anſm kindly Thank- 
ed 171, and told him He ſhould ever Honour him as 
the Refuge, and Preſerver of his dear Lady. And 
.afrer ſuch Civilities cn each fide paſſed, the good 
Woman ſet before him ſuch homely Refreſhment 
as ſhe had prepared en the Table : A/anſon eat Ft 
ittle, Deidami2*s Preſence being more to "aim 
than all che Dainties in the Worl!d ; yet percei- 
ving with what courſe Fare his Lady bad been 
there Contented, he praiſed her Humilily, and 
wonder<d at her Vertue, Dioner being ended, 
Alanſon was Concerned for his Servant, whom he 
had left in the entrance of rhe Wood, and would 
have gone back to him; bur the good old Man 


would by no means let him, telling him he would | 


£0 himſelf, becauſe he better knew the way, 
and could eafier find ir; and fo taking his Dogs 
along with him, he went accordingly : The Man 
having waiteg art the enterance of the Wood, from 
the rime thar his Maſter went into it, ill the next 


Morning, and hearing nothing of him, Icaving his: 


Horſes in the Fields adjoining to the Wood,reſo]- 
ved to find him out, and having gota good Way, 
he met the Old Zentleman, who was coming to 
him ; and encniring of him for his Maſter,whom 
he deſcrib*d, he rold him he had both ſeen and 
came from him,to Conduct him where he was,and 
thar he had found his Lady 3 at this the Servant 
Tas very Glad, and Joyfully went along — 
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Afcer che Old Gentleman was gone for the Servant 
the Count and his Lady wenr into the Woods, 
and there ſhe gave him a particular account of alt 


her Sorrows and Sufferings fince his departing 


from her: And the reaſon of her ſtaying where 
ſhe was; viz. The Old Gentleman's rot dating to go 
eut of the Wood with her, te beirg a profcrib'd Perfen 5 
and to go without him was to endanger her own Life : 
Beſides, ſhe bnew not how Antonia might have ordered 
matters, having the Pretence of Hereſre to lay to her 
Charge ; and that hearing nothing of him in all this 
time, ſhe thought his Aft Fions might have been E- 
firarged from her. But Alanjon aſſur'd hey to the 
Contrary ; telling her He could not but Wonder at 
the unparalle'd Villany of Fronovius and Antonio 
and that he bad turn'd them out of hts Serice ſcon af- 
ter he came home from 1be Camp. After which the 
Cld_Gentleman and Alanſox's Servant, being (25 
before reared) arrived ar the Coctage, the Eve- 
ning was far Spent, and ſo they all betook then» 

ſelves to reſt. ; | 
The nexr Morning 4lanſon was preparing for his 
return '*ome; but betore they went, rhcir aged 
Landiord would needs have rhem ſtay apd Dine 3 
and in i-1\courſe told him he was once a Tenant 
of his kathers 3 bur by cruc] Ediats was forced not 
only to leave thar Farm, burhis Parterna] Tnkerj- 
tance, ſuffering the Spoil and 1 off of all for-the 
ſake of Chriſt and a peod Conſcience ;z and 1n this 
Solitary Retirement had enjoyed more truc } ace 
and SatisfeRtion.then 1n al] the Pleaſnre of his Fore- 
p*ſt Liie, The Covrt then ack « Þim his Nene; 
which he tojd him was De La ert 5 upon hich 
he preſently Knew and Embraced him, Saving, 
| That 
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That tho himſelf was of the Roman Perſwaſion, yet 
he had ofcen pitied his Sufferings, adding, That it 
es given eut he Died mm Priſon, The Pious Deida- 


mie from ris Diſcouric took anoccafion to ſay,4b! 


my deareft Lord, Teu ſee what a Cruel ard Mercileſs 
Religion it is that you Profeſs, and which thro the 
£ooaneſs of God, I have lately deparied from. TI am 
not Surpriz'd ( (aid Alanſon þ at that which you ay, 
for I was inform 'd in Flanders hat you haa <ch.:ng'd 
yeur Religion. I wiſh to God, (replyed Deidamia) 
that your ſelf, my deareft Lord, was likewiſe made a 
partaker of the ſame Happy Change. Upon this Monſ, 
De la Ment pur in, and laid down ſuch weighty 


Reaſuns for the Truth of the Reformed Kcligicn, | 


and againſt the Errors of the Church of Rome, 
that it encouraged Derdemia further ro go on, and 
Fhew the Viciouſneſs and Debauchery of the Ro- 
enſh Clergy, their bIcody Principles and perſecu- 
ting Spirit; ſo rhac Alanſon was forced ro Contels, 
That whar was Alledged againſt cheir Practices was 
xrue; bur as to their Principles (abaring that of 
Perſecution) he believed they might be miſtaken : 
Upon which Deidamns Replyed, I am glad, my deat 
Lord, to find you are againſt Perſecution; 1 hope then 
you will be willing I fhall enjoy the Liberty of my Con« 
fcience C the only Happineſs 1 bave had in this Solita« 
77 Retirement ) and that you will never go about- to 
"mpel me to go to Maſs, which I will rather Chuſe to 
{8 than do; To this Alarſon replycd That he was 
. ſuch Bigot as to think that thoſe that ſincerely wor- 
. ped God, according to the beſt of their Underfi an- 
'1g5, ( as he was Confident Deidamia did ) might 
7: be accepted of him, tho of an Opinion different from 
binſelf: And as to Compel her to go to Mals, if by 
Arguenents 
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Arguments he could not Perſwade her to it, he ſolemn- 


ly Pr omiſed he never would uſe any other Means. 
And being now ready to Depart, Alanſon offer- 


ed La Monit. ſtore of Sold for their Kindneſs to his- 


Lady while ſhe had been wich them, which he ab- 
ſolutely Refuſed, ſaying, Her Converſation Dad been 
fo agreeable, that they were the Perſons who bad been 
Obliged. So that leave being raken, arid 7.4 Mont 
Praying that God wculd go along with then, and 
make rheir Way Proſperous,they parted,and com- 
twg out of the Wood, the Servant readily found 
the Horſes; and Deidamia getting up behind her 
Lord, chey made the beſt of iteir Way towards 


' Hlinſon's Houſe; Where they were received with 


the rejoycing of all their Acquaintance z and much 
more of her Parenis, to whom ib a Day or twe- 
they made a Viſit, Deidamia being received by 
them 25 one riſen ſrom the Dead. And the Stfry 
of their Daughters Troubles being all Related: ro: 
them, they could not but admire the Providence 
of God, in preſerving her, and wonder at the mon- 
ſtrous Wickedneſs of Fronovite ard Antorio > Who 
upon their hearing of che Confeffion of the. D\ ing 
Criminal, had withdrawn themſelves from their 
former Reſidences. And Antonio (the better to 
elcipe deſerved Puniſhment for this Luſtful Ar- 


temprs upon Deidamia's Chaſticy) went privately 


to the Biſhop of Rheims, and told him chat Count 
4: lan's Lady was Depraved with Hereſte, in which 
fhe 74s {Oo much Countenanced by her Lord, thar 
himſelf. for enceavouring to Reclaim her, was 
turn'd out of the Family, and cur off from al in- 
terefi 1n it, and therefore came humbly to beg his 
'ProeeRion againft fo powerful an Adycrſary, fince 
; 'G 2 __ what. 
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whit he had dont was only oat of Zeal to promote 
the Catho/ih Religion, The Biſhop reccived him 
into his ProreRion, and Writ a ſharp Letrer to the 
Count about itz who having received it, believed 
it was don-z by the inſtigation of A4ntonzo, whom 
he heard he had entertatu'd 5 Ard being rroubled 
that ſo great a Villane ſh:.uld find ani Countenance 
from the Biſhop, he Writ back again ro know the 
Names of thoſe that had ſo Injutjouſly inform'd 
him againſt his Lady - Burt the Biſhop would nor 
gratifie him ſo far in his Defires. This made the 
| Count return him a ſecond Letrer,writren 10 a more 
Angry Stile z Declaring, That if he could not bave 
Fuftice ſrcra him, the King hjmſcIf ſpeuld be-acquaire 
ted with it, and 5; him he would jeek Redreſs., This 


fo Nettled the Bifhop, that he ſent Examiners to - 


his Lady, to {interrogate her about her Religion 
of which the Court having ſome Incimarion, ſenc 
her ro her Parents; who were extreamly Trou- 
bled ar theſe freſh Misfortunes 3 and being mighti- 
Iy Scaagaiiz'd ar the Villany of 4ntomo 3 and the 
Biſhop*s proxcRivg him from Juſtice, grew chere- 
upon very co!d inthe Profeſſion of the Popiſh Re- 
Jigion, which ſo furiouſly Perſccuted Innucence 
and Vertue, and Countenanced the greateft Wick- 
edneſs: This the Pious Deid,mia Wiſely Tmpros- 
yed, aud fo tffcuaily wrought with them, by her 
Warm and Zealous LCiſcouries, that rhrough. the 
Opecrarion of God's Holy Spirit ailifting her, chey 
were both brought over to tne Embracing of 
the Trurh. 

The Biſhops Examiners being dilapointed, re- 
curn'd back without cheir Errandz upon which 


che Biſhop threatned to Excommunicate both A- 
lanſon 
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lanjon and. his Family 3 and was ſoon ; after as good 
as his Word. Upon this 4/anfmm Poſts away to the 


King, who was then at Marli, where he Compla n=' . 
ed of the Injury done him, by che Biſhop- of» 
Rhein, both in Excommunicating him, and ro 


reQing a Villanous Criminal from Juſtice. Bur it 
ſeems the Biſhop had been before-hand with him, 


and made his Complainr firſt: For the King re- 


ceiv'd him very Coldly, and told him, The 5:/hop 


of Rheims was a gord Man, and be had left the Bu-. 


fineſs wholly t@ him. On which Alanſen return'd 
Home much Diſconrented, and found thar in his 
Abſence freſh Search had been made in his Houſe 
for his Lady, ctho' without Succeſs. Then he went 


to the Biſhop himſelf, and boldly Charged him. 


with Enteraining @ wicked Perſen, to the prejudice of 


his Help z telling him who he wis, and declaring 


his Crines, deſiring he might be brought forth, 
and. his Lady ſhonld appear. Bur the Biſhop re- 
fuſing chis, and telling him His Lady was-accuſed 


of Herefte, and he of Countenancing tt ; the Court in a 
ind of holy Anger cold him, That Religion could. 
not be of God, which encoaraged Villany,an ſought he - 
Deſtru&ion of them that were Vertuous. Ar this-che. 


Biſhop Scorm'd, and teld him He ſhould be anſwer - 


ed in another Nature. And ſoon after he had ſecret 


Notice from Court, That »por: a freſh Compiaint of 
tbe Biſhops, both he and his Lady were proſcriÞ'd-as 
Hugonotr; and that notwithſtanding his Friends 1n- 


terceſſion, and his own former Merits, his Places were- 


Iaken away, and bis Eſtate ordered to be Seized, as 


« Terror to others, Alanſon finding himſelf unable 


to withſtand chis Storm, pack'd up the Richeſt of 


is EfteRs, and privately ſent them co his Wives 
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Father, where ſhe was all this while: Concealed, 
and then followed after himſelf, Where having 
declared the grear Injuſtice he had mer withal, 
contrary to all Religion, Honour, Honeſty, and 
Conſcience. He had told his Relations he was Re- 
ſolved, by God's Help, ro embrace that Religion. 
for which he had been a Suffcrer beiore he was 
a Pretcfſor; For that _ Religion conld not be of God, 
that did ſo Evidently ſet up the Kingdom of the Devil. 
At which they all Rejoyced, and Deidamia more 
eſpecially z who-paſſionately Embracing him ſaid, 
Her Father and Mother were of the ſame mind with 
him; art which Alanſon was the more Encouraged. 
Eur leaſt their Adverſaries ſhould come rhicher 
ro Search ſor them, they withdrew into a (mall 
Village,and Lived obſcurely, while Montaign'could 
hear of a convemenr Veſſel ror Tranſport them inco 
a Countrey where they might enjoy more Liberty. 
You have before heard how Bernard the Garde- 
ner was Sold to a Maſter of a Ship belonging to, 
one of the French Plantations in the Weſt-Indles ; 
Before we Conclude ve will briefly ſhow how 
God's i'rovidence watched over him for Good allo. 
In his Voyage ar Sea they mer with ſo exiraordi- 
nary 2 Storm, that all cxpeRed preſert Death; 
but Bernard was very Calm, purirg up his Fervent 
Frayer to Almighry God, which was fojlowed by 
a very grear Serenity and Calmneſs. This made 
x1e Maſter have a Refpe for him, and « fremtjmes 
Liſcourſed with him 3 his Behaviour being alvays 
Sober, and his Diſcourle Savoury. The After ha- 
wing made his Voyage, Sold Bernard for a Slave; 
end hating ſtaid there about iwo Monthr, recurn'd 
£24in to France 3 but the Diſcourſes and Behawiourof 
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Bernard had made ſo deep an Impreſſion in his Mind, 
that he was greatly Troubled for having Sold him, 
inſormuch that be could take no Rej}, untill be had taken 
a ſolemn Reſolution the next Voyage he made, to bring 
him back; and accordingly the next Tear making an- 
other Voyage thither, he made it his Buſineſs to enquire 
after. him, and having found him, ask'd if. he was 
Willing to have his Liberty,and return #0 his own Coun- 
trey ? Bernard Replied, He never was in Love with 


- Slaveryz but was Contented under it, whilſt God's 


Providence ordered. it ſo ;' but if be might 'have his 
Liberty, he would Chooſe it rather.” Whereupon the 
Mafter paid his: Ranſom, and brought him back. to 
France 3 nor was be a loſer by it, for as a Recompenſe 


for his Kindneſs, it pleaſed God 10 make Bernard an 


Inſtrument to open his Eyes, and bring bim to acknow- 
ledgment of the Truth. ' Bernard. $eing got again into 
his /wn Country, made it his Bufineſs to enquire after 
the Welfare of Alanſon's Family, and being told of the 
Sufferings that had lately befallzn'them, he was ex- 
treamly Grieved, tho' at the ſame time he could not 
but Rejo, ce that they Sufferedin ſc good a Cauſe. And 
ſpeaking of them ro ſume of bis Ola Chriftian Friends 
he was told by one of them;.That both the Count and 
his Lady liv'd Obſcurely and in Diſguiſe, in the Neigh- 


bouring Village; and that if he had a mind to 'ſee* 


them, he would give him a Note to' the Gemleman of 
the Houſe, upon which, be ſhould. have admitrance-tb 
them;.. or otherwiſe ,- they would . not be Spoken with 
by any one. Bernard gladly accepred of his Friends 
Kindneſs; and ſiraight went ro the Houſe; and 
delivcred the Gentleman the Notre, the Purport of 
which was, That he Dad hnown the Bearer m ny 
Tears for a faitbful Friend and Brother ; and that te 


had. .. 
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had been formerly # Servant of the Count Alanſon's 
andhed a great Deſire ts ſee bis Lady, which be might 
Safely let him do. Upon reading this Note, the Gen- 
tleman defir'd him zo come in, #nd ſent up one 
of his Servants ro acquaint Deidzti« there was one 
below defired to Speak with her 5 upon which 
Bernard was preſently call'd up; Detademia was 
mightily Surpriz'd ro fee Bernard, whom ſhe 
thought ſhe ſhould have never ſeen thore , andQ 
very much rejoyced at it; intfoduting him to her 
Lord, and afterwards ro her Parefts, who all made 
very much of him; and were Glad co ſce him. 
And having communicated the Various Providen- 
ces of Ged to one another fince they had been 
parted, they all blefled the Lord For his Goodneſs, 
end for bis Wonderful Works to the Children of Men. 
And afterward Cobfulring how to procure a Vef- 
ſel xo Convev chem 'oar of Danger, Bernard pave 
them anAccount that the Maſter of theVelle] which 
brought him back to France,was alſo Converted; 
and that now his Veſſel lay ready to Sail for Den- 
mark; and he was fare he would be glad to Serve 
them. To this they all Argeed ; and rherupon Ber- 
nard went immediately to the Maſter of che Ship, 
who readily conſented to carry them, and Ordered 
their Goods to be broughe Preſencly, and them- 
ſelves t: come Aboard at Midnight ; at which time 
Bernard ConduRted them to the Ship, and then 
went Aboard with chem in quality of their Ser- 
yant; and ivon after, the Wind ſerving, they fer 
Sail for Denmark ; where being Arrived, and tar- 
rying a few Days. they hired a Durch Veſſcl ro carry 
them to Rotterdam, and from thence they. went 
by Boat to Vrrech! ; which being a pleaſant _, | 
2 
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and of a very cood Air, they reſolved:there to 
Sertle. 

Thus, Courteous Reader, thou haſt had a brief but 
True, Relation of the Merey and Goodneſs of God 


to that Noble Family which is the Subj<& of this 


Narrative : And he thac Reads ic throughour ſert- 
ouſly, will find. Cauſe ro make the ſame Obierva- 
tion that David did of Old, Mark the Perfet Man, 
and behold the Upi ight, for the End of that Man 
Peace. Which the Apoitle St. Fames further Ex- 
emplifics in his Epiſtle, 7ou have heard of the Pa- 
tence of Job, and have ſeen the End of the Lord, how 
be # wery Pitiful and of tender Mercy, Here you 
have ſcen the great Diſtreſs of Deidamia, and here 
you have fecn the Goodneſs of God in hee Deli- 


verance. Here you have the Count Alarſ:n Rifled 


and Spoil'd of his Eftate and Polleſſion ; And here 
you nav®ſcen how God. has Gracioully made it 
up, in giving him thar Faith which is far more 
Prectous chan the Gold which Periſherh, | 
But I cannot Carclude without gtuing you au Acccunt 
of the Judgments of God upon Fronovius and An- 


_ tonio, that others may Fear, and give Glory to God. 


Fronouwius after the Seizure of Alar {-n's Eſlare, 
and Ms Departure into #7znd, return'd inte thoſe 
Parrs, but finding himſelf tared by all Men for 
his Villan', he retired inro N:rmund), where Soli- 
Ciring his Landlord's Daughter to yieid to his 
Luſt, and ſhe retufng it. he took 'n Opportunity 
to Kaviſh her. for which }e was Hang'd without 
the Gates of Roan. . 

And asfor Antonio, tho* he eſcaped the Juſtice 
of Man, he could not eſcape rhe Judgments of 50d, 
for falling Diſtracted ina lictle rume after, he eek 
els*d 
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A Brief Account of the Preſent Per ſecu- 
tron of the French Proceftants. 


Je reſtleſs Malice of the Great Enemy of Man- 
kind againft the Church of God, has ben 
ſufficiently manifeſted in all ages of the World; 
and began tro Exerr ir ſelf firſt of all in Cam, who 
kill'd his Brother Abel, becauſe his own Derds 
were Wicked, and his Brothers. Righteous, as the 
holy Scriptures inform us: And it has been his 


frequent. rracice, when he could nor withdraw 


the People of God from the Profeſſion of the 
Troch by the Bait of Worldly Advantage, to raife 
a Flood of Perſecurion againſt em, by that means 


to -.xtirpare chem, if it were poilible, out of che. 


Earch. Of which no Yeople in Europe has 1 this 
Ape had more facal Fxperience chan ine For Pro» 
teftancs in France, who have been ſo barbazoutly 
uſed by rhe Blood thirſty Papiſts there, char a 
True Acc: unt of their *ufferings will appear to 
the next Ape rather like Romanrick Fifions, than 
(& indeed they are) Realities. And there are rwo 


things 
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things in ic that appear alike Admirable ; and Yhar 
is, The Barbarous Rage and Cruelty of che Perſe- 
curors, and the Invincible Courage and Conftan- 
ey of the Poor Sufferers, who are ſo mighrily ſup- 
ported by he Divine Grace, that they nor only 
triumph over all cheir Torcures, bur ſuffer joyfu]- 
ly the loſs of all, as knowing that they have in 
Heaven a berrer and a:nore induring Subſtance, — 
But i will recite briefly ſome inſtances of their 
Sufferings. he | 

Some they Condemn to the Gallies, where they 
are Coupled conmonly wich the Vileſt Miſcre- 
ants, Condemned thicher for the moft flagitious 
Crimes, whoſe fearful Ourhs and Execrations are 
conciunally wounding of cheir Plous Ears: There 
is generally five of rhem viac'd upon every Form, 
fetrerd with a heavy Chain of abouc ten or weve 
foor long: They Shave cheir heads, from time 
to time, to ſhew they ace Slaves, and ace not al- 
low'd ro wear either Hatts or Perriwigs: They 
have onlv Beans, and nothing elſe for their Food, 
with avouc fourteen Ounces of Courſe Bread.a 
day, and no Wine at all. They are devourtd in 
Wincer by Lice, and in che Summer by Buggs 
and Flies 3 and forced to 11c upon one another, as 
Hogs ina Sty: And every day are threarn*d and 
tormented by Friars and Prieſts, who not being 
able ro convince them by reaſon, think to do it 
by Severity, | 

Some they put in Priſon, and keep them in 
naſty Dungeons and Ho!es, full of Mirc and Dirty 
wirhout any Bed,'or {9 wucii as Straw to lic upon, 
and nor ſuffered to haye the leaſt glimmering of 
the Sun, or the light of s Candle, and — 
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-* Our any to pity *em, ſame have been kept above 


. he con*d not forbear crying our, as ſoon as he ſay 
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20 his heart,that the wery thought thereof ' , ported bim 


out” of his infinire Love, afforded to him, wc... 


Condirion abuur two and twenty Months, wittt - 
our cnanging his Cloarhs, til his Beard was grown 


when he ws dzhver*d, the Number of thoie 


- abour 37-, who g' mfy*d GOD in wer Sufter- 
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= quantity of ViQuals as is hardly ſufficient 
tokeep them alive. In this miſerable Cafe, with- 


a Year together. One of them being viſited after 
a Twelye-monrhs Impriſonmenr in rhis manner, | 
by one called a Director of Conſcience, juſt as 
they were going to bring him his ſmall ary 


him, Lord in what a. Cendition are you, Sir To 
which the poor. Sufferer reply*d with a Chriſtiap 
Fortitude, worthy of the Cauſe he ſuffer©d for, 
Cou*d you but ſee the Secret Pleaſure my heart Eape- 
riences,-you wou*'d think me too happy. The Prieft tojd 
i:\m, 7 he greateſt Sufferings did notintitle tote Glory 
#f Martyrdom, unleſs he (uffer*d for Truth cnd Juſtice, 
To this the Poor Priſoner reply*d, He grante it ; 
but that that was hisCaſe, the Holy Ghoft ha” '. ſeal*d 


in the midſt of all bis AffliFions: This - 'rſon © has 
through Gods: Providence been ſince . :hver*d; 
aud has declar*d, thar rhe Confolatious thar God 
great, thar he little regarded the Viſeries he was 
IEduc*'d to, the he continued in that Jamemiable 


as long as the Hair of his jiead, ar:d- Þis Face as 
pale as a Plaiſter*d Wall; who dcclarcd alſo thar ' 
chain ro the Ga!tics for the. fake of Relj2iop, was 


in2:, oxy, Unparalicll'd - Courage and Con- 
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